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REGULATING THE SALE OF COCAINE. 


E have long advocated the passage of legislation 
looking to the prohibition of sales of cocaine to 
habitual users of the drug, and we have been gratified 
to note the steps taken by various organizations of 
pharmacists throughout the country to procure the 
enactment of laws calculated to make the purchase of 
cocaine at retail more difficult. The pharmacists of 
Illinois are entitled to special credit for the philan- 

thropic stand they have taken in this matter. 
It is greatly to the credit of pharmacy in general 


that legislation for the restriction of sales of narcotic. 


drugs has been initiated by pharmacists; that so soon 
as the use of certain drugs has degenerated into abuse 
the pharmaceutical associations have not waited until 
public clamor compelled.them to amend the laws regu- 
lating the sale of such drugs, but have proceeded of 
their own volition to suppress or control a traffic which 
promised to menace the morals of the community. It 
is therefore quite in keeping with the traditions of the 


craft to find the Druggists’ Association of Syracuse, , 


in this State, recommending the passage by the L* “is- 
lature of a bill further restricting and safeguarding che 
sale of cocaine. At the November meeting of this asso- 
ciation, the following resolutions were adopted: 


Whereas, The use of cocaine and its salts and preparations. 


containing same has become so general that it has resolved it- 
self into an abuse of a valuable drug, and 

Whereas, The number of habitual users of this drug has in- 
creased to an alarming extent, and 

Whereas, It having come to the notice of the Syracuse 
Druggists’ Association that some yetail druggists throughout 
the State of New York are in the habit of making the sales of 
cocaine and admixtures thereof in small quantities to habitual 
users of the drug a feature of their business, and 

Whereas, As this custom is making many new victims of 
the pernicious cocaine habit and is lowering the tone of the pro- 
fession of pharmacy, be it 

Resolved, That the Syracuse Druggists’ Association in meet- 
ing assembled declare itself in favor of the passage of some 
legislative measure at the next session of the Legislature, that 
will restrict the sale and dispensing of cocaine and its salts, 
or of admixtures thereof, and hereby urges the New York State 
Pharmaceutical Association and the State Board of Pharmacy 
of New York State to devote their energies to that end, and be 
it further 

Resolved, That the secretary of this association communi- 
cate with the chairman of the Legislative Committee of the 
New York State Pharmaceutical Association and the secretary 
of the State Board of Pharmacy, advising each of the action 
taken by the Syracuse Druggists’ Association. 


The association also appointed a committee, con- 
sisting of President George E. Thorpe, E. S. Dawson, 
jr.. W. B. Bissell and William Muench, to consider 
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restrictions. The committee suggested an amendment 
to the State law as follows: 


The alkaloid cocaine, or any of its salts, or any ad- 
mixture thereof, or any proprietary preparation or 
article containing the same, to be sold or to be fur- 
nished only upon the prescription of a duly registered 
practicing physician or dentist, which prescription 
shall be retained by the seller, and shall be filled but 
once, and no copy of which shall be given to the pur- 
chaser. 


This amendment will be presented to the Legisla- 
ture in Albany at its session in January, and should, 
and no doubt will, receive the active support of the 
retail trade throughout the entire State. 





FIRST AID TO THE INJURED. 





N a recent issue we took occasion to comment upon 
the awkward predicament in which the druggist 
found himself, who was called upon to act the part of 
the Good Samaritan when appealed to for medical aid 
in the case of some emergency. Since the publication 
of this item it has come to our notice that in one coun- 
try, at least—the Argentine Republic—quite definite 
regulations have been laid down by the governing au- 
thority concerning the rights and duties of the pharma- 
cist when appealed to for aid in cases of emergency. 
These regulations provide that: 

Whereas, the pharmacist is very frequently called upon to 
give aid to the public in cases of accidents; whereas, it would 
be contrary to the interests of the public to prohibit pharma- 
cists from rendering such services; whereas, the education of 
the pharmacist is sufficient in most cases to render the neces- 
sary services in cases of accidents, at least provisionally, and 
whereas the treatment of surgical accidents is based upon the 
rules of asepsis and antisepsis, the Superior Council of Health 
has decided that the rendering of such aid as may be neces- 
sary is permitted to pharmacists, provided the following condi- 
tions be observed : 

A wounded person may only be treated by a pharmacist for 
a perfectly fresh wound. The pharmacist shall use in washing 
the wound nothing but either a solution of 4 per cent. boric 
acid, or 1% per cent. salicylic acid. ‘These washings shall be 
done with aseptic cotton and not with sponges. For the pur- 
pose of arresting hemorrhage, he shall have recourse only to 
compression, either by tampons of cotton soaked in the solu- 
tion, or by direct pressure upon the arteries. 

When the wound has been washed and when the hemorrhage 
has ceased, the edges of the wound may be united with strips 
of adhesive plaster, taking care not to cover the wound com- 
pletely with the plaster. A layer of absorbent cotton and one 
of gauze may be placed over the wound and the plaster, and the 
whole may be kept in place by means of a gauze bandage. 


While, as we have already intimated, we think it 
is desirable that some legal recognition be given to the 
right of the pharmacist to administer first aid to the 
injured without bringing ‘him into conflict with the 
laws governing the practice of medicine, we certainly 
should not advocate the enactment of such definite 
and narrow regulations as those provided in the Argen- 
tine Republic. It would require a remarkable memory 
on the part of the pharmacist, and a much greater 
familiarity with the details of the law, than is pos- 
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sessed by most druggists to insure his conducting 
himself in accordance with the restrictions laid down 
in the Argentine regulations. In the total absence of 
any regulation on the matter, our courts and certainly 
our juries would always give the druggist the benefit 
of the doubt where he has exercised an ordinary degree 
of skill and care and an ordinary degree of humanity 
in affording first aid to the injured. And we had much 
rather leave this matter to the discretion of our courts 
than to have a law enacted which is so narrow and in 
some directions so impracticable in its restrictions as 
that quoted above. Indeed, if we should secure the 
passage of such definite and narrow regulations as 
these, the druggists would find themselves rather in 
the position of the frogs who elected a stork for their 
king. 

In some of the colleges of pharmacy we believe a 
certain amount of instruction is given on first aid to 
the injured. This is a move in the right direction, but 
in view of the suit referred to in our last issue, it is 
desirable to incorporate in this course very definite 
and clear instructions as to the legal restrictions im- 
posed on the pharmacist in applying the knowledge so 
afforded. 





THE AMERICAN DRUMMER. 





O the American drummer all hail! We have long 
admired him and have often testified to that admira- 
tion; we are not, therefore, greatly surprised—though 
very much pleased—to note that his good qualities have 
been observed and appreciated by no less a personage 
than his Britannic Majesty’s Commissioner to South Af- 
rica, Mr. Birchenough. In an official report on the com- 
mercial conditions and prospects of South Africa the 
commissioner admits the successful rivalry of American 
manufacturers with those of Great Britain in this field, 
and assigns as one cause of this success the “accessibility 
and bonhomie of the American agents, compared with 
the reserve of the British agents.” 

The august commissioner is right. The American 
sales agent is a trade winner the world over. His radiant 
and unfailing good humor, his shrewd appraisement of 
human nature, his adaptability, his command of that form 
of speech which the London Times terms the ‘' American 
Language,” his versatility and his restless energy make 
the American drummer a personage to be reckoned with 
in the world’s market. Let him but add a few foreign 
languages to his repertoire and the great American drum- 
mer will beat the world hands down. Here is his only 
weak point—linguistics. He has, as a rule, devoted more 
time to the acquirement of a picturesque vocabulary of 
** American” than to a study of Spanish, and German, 
and French, and, as a consequence, he cannot hold his 
own save in English speaking countries. There, how- 


ever, he is facile princeps, and we hope that ere long we 
will have a new crop of American drummers who can 
hold their own in linguistic ability with those of Europe. 









(Written for the American Druggist.] 


CHRISTMAS TRADE. 


By J. A. WILSON, 
Baltimore, Md. 
RUGGISTS do not usually enter very vigorously 
into the contest for the trade of the Christmas 
shoppers, but if they would make more effort in that 
direction, they would capture more of the money thus 
spent. 

Christmas is the most important of all the holidays 
in the United States, and is the season when all men 
are desirous of showing their “ good will ” to others, by 
gift giving. As buying is then done on a larger scale 
than at any other time during the year, it must natu- 
rally follow that this is the harvest time for the mer- 
chant. Let the druggist then be as keenly on the alert 
for trade as the seller of jewelry, bric-a-brac and other 
novelties, and suggest to the buying public that his 
store contains many useful articles, as gifts, for sale. 

The question is, How to do this? Attractive dis- 
plays, low prices and courteous salesmen may be more 
effective than any other means. 

It is a recognized fact that Christmas shopping be- 
gins with the Thanksgiving holiday and continues un- 
til Christmas Day. Then, why not begin planning at 
once for the store and window trim? The druggist has 
at hand ample means for making his store attractive. 
Shelves, show cases, counters and windows form most 
valuable agencies for this work. The delicate goods, 
such as perfumes, toilet articles, confections, cigars, 
etc., can be arranged in a manner to attract the most 
esthetic. Whatever the druggist has to offer should 
be brought prominently forward at this time. 

The season for such display is short, and the plans 
should be many and varied. Change the position of 
your goods often and your stock will always appear 
new. Beautiful articles always commend themselves 
to the buyer, so place these in prominent places. Never 
crowd your goods, but arrange them so as to make the 
stock on hand look as large and fine as possible. Place 
each article so as to make it stand out distinctly from 
all others, and do not let the effect of display attract 
so much attention that the articles themselves will be 
overlooked. Your work in this direction is what may 
sell your goods, and the display is simply to bring about 
this result. 

People who are undecided as to what to give, and 
whose means are limited, are sometimes sensitive about 
pricing goods. A small and neat price card is often a 
valuable assistant, both to the seller and to the pur- 
chaser. Often passersby, on seeing articles marked in 
the show windows, will go in and purchase, when they 
otherwise would have passed disinterestedly by. Make 
your prices at this time as low as possible, or the same 
or even less than the department stores. Of course, 
your line of goods for profit at this season is limited, 
yet if allowing yourself a little gain in this direction 
perhaps you are also gaining patronage for the rest of 
the year. When men fail in business we hear them 
say: “ Too much competition in trade.” If there were 
no competition, trade would become sluggish. It is 
the constant struggle for an increasing share of patron- 
age that brings about the great advancements and im- 
provements in all business methods. To-day’s ruling 
passion is for novelty, and the progressive spirit of the 
successful merchant caters to this passion in fine stores 
and beautiful displays of goods at attractive prices. 

Then comes the courtesy of the salesmen. Cour- 
tesy exercised habitually is the least expensive, and yet 
the most effective capital at a storekeeper’s command. 
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It is that characteristic which not only prevents us 
from saying or doing that which is disagreeable, but 
which prompts us to say or do what may be gratifying 
to the feelings of others. Exact it of your employees. 
Treat your patrons, no matter how small their pur- 
chases, politely and considerately, for remember, it is 
the “ mite which makes the mickle.”’ 

Enter then into the contest of the coming holiday 
season with the feeling that the druggist, too, has a 
right to a share of the season’s patronage; that his 
goods are as salable for gifts as those of any one else. 
In your enthusiasm be careful not to lay in stock goods 
that may prove unsalable. 

If your store is made attractive by beautiful goods, 
low prices and the atmosphere which says “ Your 
patronage is desired, no matter how small,” then per- 
haps you, too, can feel that the Christmas shopping 
season brings its harvest to the druggist as well as to 
others, and each year will bring you renewed energy, 
new trade and larger profits. 





THE GELATINIZATION OF TINCTURE OF 
KINO.’ 


BY EDMUND WHITE, B.SC. (LOND.), F.1.C. 


N May of the present year I published an account of an 
investigation into the cause of the gelatinization of 
tincture of kino, from which it appeared that this phe- 
nomenon was due to the presence of an enzyme belonging 
to the oxydases, whose distribution in the animal and 
vegetable kingdoms has been shown, in recent years, to 
be much wider than was formerly suspected. 

Shortly after the publication referred to above, Mr. 
David Hooper, who had facilities for obtaining kino in a 
freshly collected condition in India, confirmed my results 
and carried the matter a step further by separating from 
the fresh juice of Myristica gibbosa, an unofficial variety 
of kino, an amorphous substance free from tannic acid, 
which exhibited very clearly the properties of an oxydase 
—viz., the formation of a blue color on the addition of a 
freshly prepared tincture of guaiacum. 

In the Agricultural Ledger, 1900 (No. 11, page 381), 
reference is made to a method of collection adopted by 
Mr. J. G. F. Marshall, which is as follows: “ A longi- 
tudinal cut is made with an axe or knife, called 
macha katti,. through the bark of the trees, down 
to the cambium, about 114° feet long, and side cuts 
are made to lead into this. A bamboo tube is then 
fixed at the bottom of the main incision in order 
to catch the juice. In the course of about twenty-four 
hours the flow of the gum ceases, and the bamboo is taken 
down. When several of these bamboo cups are nearly 
full they are taken to headquarters and emptied into a 
large cauldron, and the juice is boiled. During the boil- 
ing the impurities, consisting of pieces of bark, wood 
and leaves, rise to the surface and are skimmed off. When 
sufficiently concentrated to the consistence of a thick ex- 
tract, it is exposed to the sun, in thin layers, in shallow 
vessels, until it is dry enough to crumble to pieces. The 
kino is then weighed and packed away in wooden cases.” 
The above quotation is made in full, as the original source 
is not readily accessible to every one. Sufficient time 
has not elapsed to enable one to state that this method 
of preparation will yield a kino which tincture will not 
gelatinize, but in all probability this will be found to be 
the case. Meanwhile, the following formula for the tine- 
ture is suggested, and will enable kinos, not prepared in 

1Communicated to the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain, at 


an evening meeting in London, November 10, 1903, and printed in The 
Pharmaceutical Journal. 








































































ean 





“ae oaey 









RST 








+ Ane Siok TREATS ibn 





328 AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 






the manner described above, to be utilized for this prepa- 
ration: 

Kino 

Boiling Water 
Add the kino to the water in a suitable vessel, and main- 
tain the whole at or near the temperature of 100 degrees 
C. for fifteen minutes, agitating frequently. Allow to 
cool, replace the water lost by evaporation ; add 

Alcohol (90 per cent.) .....csscccccess 10 fluid ounces. 


2 ounces. 


ee 


and set aside for twelve hours; then strain. 

If the kino be fresh and of good quality it will almost 
entirely dissolve. In old samples more or less change, 
due to the action of the enzyme, will have occurred, and 
a corresponding amount of insoluble matter will have 
been formed. If Mr. Marshall’s method of collection ful- 
fils the expectations which I have formed of it, and the 
whole of the kino in commerce be collected in accordance 
with the directions quoted above, then the necessity for 
any special method of preparing the tincture will dis- 
appear, and a stable preparation will be obtained by sim- 
ple solution in alcohol of the desired strength. 





AN IMPROVED GENERAL METHOD FOR THE 
ASSAY OF ALKALOIDAL DRUGS.' 


By A. B. Lyons. 


feeb general assay method has been widely ac- 

cepted as the most practical yet proposed. A con- 
venient quantity of the drug, in fine powder, is introduced 
into a flask with ten times its weight of an appropriate 
ethereal solvent, in most cases a mixture of one part of 
chloroform with about eight of ether. The solvent is given 
time (ten minutes) to penetrate thoroughly the cellular 
structure of the drug. Solution of ammonia is then added 
and the flask is frequently shaken during a specified time, 
generally four hours. Water is then added, just sufficient 
in quantity to cause the drug to cake together, leaving the 
ethereal fluid quite clear, and of this there is then decanted 
a certain aliquot portion from which the alkaloid is ex- 
tracted by shaking out with dilute acid. 

Experience has shown that, in most cases, the alkaloids 
are almost wholly dissolved out of the drug by this pro- 
cedure, even when the drug is in a powder no finer than 
No. 30. Duplicate assays generally agree well, and the 
yield of alkaloid is in most cases quite as large as in as- 
says by other methods. 

There are, however, some theoretical objections to the 
method. The most serious of these depends upon the so- 
lubility of ether in water and conversely that of water in 
ether. We all know that when a given volume of ether is 
shaken with a given volume of water, each fluid dissolves 
a portion of the other, so that the volume of the ethereal 
stratum is changed. Since commercial ether contains a 
variable quantity of alcohol the change in volume will not 
be always the same. 

Another source of error in the aliquot part is found in 
the volatile nature of the solvents used. In warm weather 
it is impossible to avoid some loss by evaporation, so that 
the aliquot part taken is too large. 

In this country the Keller method is generally modi- 
fied by substituting parts by volume (of fluids) for parts 
by weight. The exactness of the aliquot part is still fur- 
ther compromised by this practice. 

W. A. Puckner has described a modification of the 
Keller method which avoids the use of the aliquot part. 
He uses only one-half of the ethereal solvent for the mac- 
eration, and after the usual maceration transfers the drug 


1 Pharmaceutical Review, November, 1903. 
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to a small percolator in which, after the ethereal solution 
has been well drained off, the marc is percolated with 
the same menstruum to complete exhaustion. The quan- 
tity of ethereal solvent required is not materially greater 
than in the Keller method, while the quantity of alkaloid 
obtained for weighing or titrating is larger because it 
represents the whole of the sample taken for the assay. In 
the case of drugs containing a very small proportion of 
alkaloid this is an important advantage. 

The objection I find to this plan is that the transfer 
of the mass from the flask in which the maceration has 
been conducted to a suitable percolator, which should not 
be more than 3 Cm. in diameter, requires very dextrous 
manipulation, or it will be attended with loss of alkaloid. 

I have been practicing with a good deal of satisfaction 
a different modification of the Keller method, which 
seems to me less open to objection than any heretofore 
proposed. The plan is the very obvious one of packing 
the drug in the percolator, having previously moistened 
it with an appropriate menstruum of which an alkali 
forms a part. In some cases it may be best to moisten the 
powdered drug first with an aqueous solution of potas- 
sium bicarbonate, dry at a gentle heat or by spontaneous 
evaporation, introduce into the percolator with or with- 
out moistening according to circumstances and percolate 
slowly with the appropriate ethereal menstruum. 

The method, however, which seems to be the most gen- 
erally useful, is as follows: Provide a cylindrical perco- 
latot about 20 Cm. in length and 2 to 2.5 Cm. in internal 
diameter, ending in a tube 5 Cm. long and about 3 Mm. 
in internal diameter. A glass stop cock in the tube would 
be a very desirable improvement. In absence of this, the 
rate of flow of the percolate must be controlled by pack- 
ing the tube more or less firmly with absorbent cotton. 
Since the solvent is to be a very mobile fluid, the packing 
should generally be quite firm. 

Having prepared the percolator, moisten the drug (5, 
10, 15, 20 Gms, or more, according to richness in alka- 
loid—the finer the powder the better) with the mixture 
of ammonia, alcohol and ether-chloroform, the propor- 
tions of which will be somewhat varied to suit different 
drugs. If 10 Gm. of such a drug as belladonna leaf are 
to be used for the assay, the mixture may consist of: 
Stronger water of ammonia, 1 Cc.; alcohol, 4 Cc.; ether. 
chloroform (6:1 vol.), 5 Cc.—Moisten in a small evap- 
orating dish, transfer quickly to the percolator, pressing 
the powder down firmly with a glass rod. The small 
amount of powder that remains adhering to the dish, 
spatula and glass rod can be easily transferred to the 
percolator by aid of a little absorbent cotton, which is 
finally pressed down upon the powder. The percolator is 
then to be covered and allowed to stand 5 to 10 minutes, 
so that the ammonia may thoroughly permeate the drug. 
A mixture of ether and chloroform, or whatever solvent 
is best suited to the extraction of the alkaloid present, is 
next added and the powder percolated with it-to exhaus- 
tion. It is easy generally to secure a rate of flow of one 
drop per second, which will ensure thorough exhaustion 
by the time that 50 to 75 Cc. of percolate has passed. 
When it is believed that the exhaustion is complete, test 
this by collecting 15 or 20 drops, stirring this with a drop 
of normal sulphuric acid, evaporating off the ethereal sol- 
vent and testing the acid solution with Meyer’s or Wag- 
ner’s reagent. 

From this point the assay is to be carried on in the 
usual manner. 

The method may be modified in some cases by placing 
the powder in the percolator dry, introducing over it a lit- 
tle absorbent cotton moistened with water of ammonia, 
closing the percolator for 10 to 30 minutes, and then pro- 
ceeding to percolate with ether-chloroform. Other mod- 
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ifications will suggest themselves as worthy of trial in 
case difficulty is experienced in following the routine de- 
scribed. It might be advantageous in some cases to 
moisten the drug at first with a solution of lead subacetate, 
dry it and then treat as above. Possibly a dilute solution 
of ferric chloride might be preferable sometimes to the 
lead solution. But, as a rule, the method as described is 
quite satisfactory, exhausting the drug very completely 
and requiring very little time to carry through. 





A STILL FOR AMATEUR AND CLASS ROOM 
WORK. 


A simple, inexpensive and very efficient form of 
still, suitable for classroom and amateur purposes espe- 
cially, is shown in the accompanying cut, which is re- 
produced, together with the description from an article 
by Thomas R. Baker, in the Scientific American. 

The vessel in which the liquid to be distilled is 
heated is a Mason quart fruit jar. A jar with an all 
zinc top must be used, and the porcelain disk be broken 
out. The distillate tube is a piece of %4-inch tin lined 
lead pipe about 3 feet long. One end of the tube, 





curved at a somewhat acute angle with the long sec- 
tion, is fitted into a hole made through the top of the 
zinc cover, and soldered to the cover. This tube is 
passed through a tube made of tinned iron, or other 
sheet metal, about 2%4 feet long and 2 inches in diam- 
eter. The ends of the large tube are closed about the 
smaller one by passing the latter through holes in stop- 
pers fitted to the ends of the large one. The large tube 
has short lateral tubes at its ends. 

This arrangement will allow water to run into the 
large tube at its lower end and out at its upper end. 
This condensing apparatus is a form of Liebig’s con- 
denser. The condensing may be more simply done by 
wrapping the tube with a strip of loosely woven fabric, 
adjusting it in an inclined wooden trough, and letting 
cold water run slowly upon its upper end, or the con- 
densing will be more complete and rapid if cold water 
be allowed to drop upon the pipe at places 2 or 3 inches 
apart throughout its length from a vessel suspended 
above it. 

The bottom of the fruit jar should be covered with 
a piece of wire window screen to distribute the heat. 
A woven wire hood or cap may be made for this pur- 
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pose, to easily, slip on and off the jar by properly fold- 
ing a piece of the screening about 6 inches square. 

The heating is best done with an ordinary kerosene 
lamp, as a gas or an alcohol flame might break the 
jar. The flame should be low at first, and the heat in- 
creased slowly. The contents of the jar will soon be- 
gin to boil, and there is little danger of the vessel’s 
breaking with the strongest heat that the lamp can 
give. 

The inventor has the condenser of his apparatus 
attached to the woodwork of a window in the class- 
room. The lamp is supported on a shelf attached to 
an adjacent wall, and the distillate receiver is opposite 
one of the window panes. 

The jar is supported by the cap, soldered as above 
stated, to the end of the condensing tube, and is sim- 
ply screwed into place when the jar is charged for 
heating, and unscrewed when the jar is to be emptied. 
It is best to use two rubber bands, in order to secure a 
good joint between the cap and the jar. 

Mr. Baker says he has used the apparatus a great 
deal and very profitably in class instruction to show 
the preparation of alcohol, essential oils, products ob- 
tained from flowers, and to obtain various other distil- 
lates; and it might be very conveniently employed in 
various amateur pharmaceutical operations. 





SOME PERFUME FORMULAS. 





JOCKEY CLUB. % 

TU CB a5 6 405 nbn ewes ee estan fl.oz. 5 

PUTS CRG. 6.5 6.655.004 a0 ets cee eneneechas fl. oz. 20 

WR COREE R ioe 65.5 65 6 05's Wo aa. 08 52 06 nasheed fl.oz. 7 

PU MERI PCG oes disse d’s Sek wasidne ced wiewa fl.oz. 1% 
POOR VAROI eo ob eis is cc Cob cedallowraces fl.dr. 1% 
SOUT Gi, VONOW oii oie sis be dsc dee seceee set fl.dr. 1% 
POR AEIIIO OIE G6. 5'5:'9 5a. 0's ioe 64h Wiel 6 Sie 6 oad 510 aes fl.dr. 2% 
DROMOUONN : 55 6 )s 09-000: ssp beaege ag Ue eretednamed ™m 40 
Pst a |) ee eae oe a ae Re Ee mis 5 dr. 2 
Deodorized alcohol, sufficient to make......... pints 4 


In this, as well as in all the following extracts, before 
adding the last portion of the spirit, replace as much of it 
with water as the perfume will bear without becoming milky, 
which will vary from 2 to 8 ounces or more. This addition 
will make the perfume softer. 


NEW MOWN HAY. 


WUC hos icied os chadessas eee naw fl. oz. 25 
OE Shia elie b ee nhl dwe Sees cweews a fl.oz. 6 
OPTIBFORUPACG. 65566 oan th89 Wis ea seat ity ee es fl.oz. 8 
WENT CCEINOR oe6'5 's Gown Si 6 600 20 m0 80 Kae en fl.oz. 1 
EVV OR ORCLACE vi0:k 0 bib cise ese Nencnt es 6e 064 fl.dr. 1 
MUMINGE DEN oo sic) Wu ois thd ole b ANB 8 4 wT eeleled fl.dr. 1 
INGHONE ORE 5 ioi9 oe .diaie.s Sisieikes W6e0, 0:0 6 4.0.5 a: loeie #4, s8ig05'e m 15 
PROB OU, VIN GU « oie. ois 5c wc coe sis ve nece es nee sine m 10 
SE OME Sd ce teewisseceetngediverewmies 6 
EMVeNGS? Ol) CMNGUBN) 06.06 eke c cee i ce deie’s m 10 
Co i ea ee ee eee ae eee ™m 10 
BR OL OOW 5 50.5 8:00. Wis « 60 ce ed es we fl.dr. 1 
EO SN ca wens Sr pewnneica ee ena dr. 1% 
Deodorized alcohol, sufficient to make....... pints 4 
PATCHOULY. 
Ui as. ccc cc cer eda ccisceveswodsae fl.dr. 2 
GRTICAD- O81) YOUOW. on oso oaie ccc cece haweicccvess ™, 40 
PROMO ONL VARGUN Gu coe e sce cetieeescs teatneeetvend ™m 40 
ME NRIOL s 65,55. 9 50,5 0840 400 206s ew ace ar fl.oz. 8 
INR ARNUIN ye 5 cig. ela ica e'4 6 4.80.5 Sek CO eREN een cee fl.oz. 8 
WRENN OPO ook a 6h a6 clea ode tvie ees ameeee fl.oz. 4 
POU WRENOE so ica sc sigue sts geese hdaehest fl.dr. 2 
DeodoFized alcohol, sufficient to make......... pints 4 
TUBEROSE. 
TPUDONORG: GROPOCU So ok 50. 605008 Cees ei eenebesies fl. oz. 24 
OE ere eee Er tT fl.oz. 4 
PUR MEME ONOE F566 6. 05/04 aedinta dnd Keaienatedecee fl.oz. 1 
MTGE; VIRIIIIN 6 6 558.05 cic bale See OMG A Oe’ sarege's fl.dr. 1 
Do) ar | ees ee ern i Cre ee m 10 
OE ES re On Te ee ere eee dr. 2 
Deodorized alcohol, sufficient to make......... pints 
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THE PRESCRIPTION DEPARTMENT.’ 
By J. C. Wyatt, Pu.G., 


Vancouver, Wash. 


HIS being the main department in the drug store, 
should be conducted in the most careful and skill- 
ful manner and by those thoroughly prepared to con- 
duct that department. It is that in which we devote 
the most of our time and for which many of us have 
burned the midnight oil, at college, preparing our- 
selves. A few remarks upon this subject I do not think 
will be out of place at this time. 

The highest grade of drugs and chemicals should 
be used in dispensing; the doctor depends upon the 
druggist to fill his prescriptions with the purest of 
drugs, in order that he may obtain the desired results; 
if it is a prescription for a proprietary medicine, speci- 
fying a certain firm’s make, that certain make should 
be dispensed ; what if you do have to pay more whole- 
sale for the original article than you do for an imita- 
tion, the conscientious druggist will not substitute, 
and he makes more by it in the end than the druggist 
that substitutes. The physicians soon find out which 
druggist does not substitute, and they will direct their 
prescriptions to that druggist, whenever it is possible, 
and the customers soon find out where they can depend 
on getting what is ordered. 

Now suppose you haven’t the preparation in stock 
ordered by the physician, the proper thing to do is to 
notify him at once and learn what his wishes are con- 
cerning the prescription, but otherwise do not fill the 
prescription with another preparation. 

There is a combination prescribed by physicians 
occasionally composed of Fowler’s solution, syrup of 
iodide of iron and elixir lactopeptine. If elixir lacto- 
peptine is used a beautiful red mixture is the result, but 
if the druggist is a substituter and uses elixir lactated 
pepsin an unsightly black mixture -will be the result, 
which will occur in from 1 to 12 hours’ time. It may 
leave the store clear and nice, but will not be so long. 
I saw a mixture not long ago in which the druggist 
used the substitute for elixir lactopeptine and there 
was a very black precipitate in the bottle. The phy- 
sician had it returned to him by the patient, and the 
doctor thought some mistake had been made, but when 
he found out that a substitute had been used he was 
quite angry, and well he might be. The black precipi- 
tate is not injurious in small quantities, but I presume 
in continued usage it would injure the membranes of 
the stomach from possible traces of free iodine. 

I mention this combination not to advertise elixir 
lactopeptine, but to show that it pays to be honest. If 
you ever get this combination mentioned, be sure and 
use the original elixir, or you may regret it. I am not 
condemning the preparations made by laboratories to 
resemble original preparations, not at all. There are 
many of them strictly correct and just what they are 
represented to be, but one wants to use judgment in 
the use of them, and only when the maker’s name is not 
specified, and many physicians are not particular what 
you use just so they can get results, but be sure and 
get the goods from reliable firms. Treat the physician 
and customer right and you will succeed. 

Another important matter which I think should be 
considered at this time is the employing of a check 
system in filling prescriptions. I wish it were possible 
for all druggists to adopt this system. I urge the use 





1 Read at the 1903 meeting of the Washington State Pharmaceutical 
Association. 
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of the system, as it precludes mistakes, and one feels 
safe, and you can go home at night and rest without 
worrying and wondering whether this or that prescrip- 
tion was filled correctly. The druggist does not live 
but what has made a mistake at some time or other, 
trifling though it may have been. 

A druggist in the city of Portland a short time ago 
received a prescription to be given to a baby for creo- 
sotal, and he put creosote plain in the prescription. 
The result was that the mother gave the baby several 
doses, and it soon showed bad symptoms, and she sent 
for the doctor, and he at once saw that a mistake had 
been made. He managed to save the child, but its 
health will be greatly impaired, no doubt. Now if that 
druggist had used the check system that mistake could 
not have happened, and his reputation saved. The 
system is recommended by Professor Remington in his 
lectures at P. C. P., and consists of having each in- 
gredient used in a prescription checked off by an assist- 
ant, or apprentice. Your directions and number are 
checked. The numbering machine is useless, as you 
cannot duplicate where this system is used. I have 
used it for a long time, and would not be without it for 
a minute. It does not signify that a druggist hasn’t 
confidence in himself when he has some one check him 
off, not at all. It protects him. Suppose you filled a 
prescription with the maximum dose of a poison and 
the patient takes more than the stated dose on the label 
and dies from it. The doctor naturally would think a 
mistake had been made by the druggist in filling the 
prescription, but if your poison had been weighed or 
measured in the presence of a second party, and his 
O. K. placed on the prescription, he can swear that he 
saw it correctly weighed or measured out, and this 
O. K. is held good, and can be used in court if neces- 
sary. In using this system you cannot, of course, have 
every step witnessed by an assistant. The main object 
is to have bottles, etc., that you fill prescriptions from 
in sight, so that when you have completed your work 
you and your assistant can see what you have used. 
Where several are working at the prescription counter 
at the same time you cannot very well have your bot- 
tles on the counter, but a shelf near by will answer 
nicely. I have worked beside drug clerks who seem- 
ingly never looked a second time at the container from 
which the ingredient was taken, and are always in such 
a rush to get work done. Errors are sure to happen 
where clerks are careless in that way. Promptness and 
speed are, necessary in prescription work, but do not 
be so speedy as to be inaccurate. 

This system is a great help to the apprentice. It 
enables him to learn the proper names of drugs and 
chemicals. I have an apprentice in my employ who 
checks over prescriptions several times a day, and I 
have been surprised to see how well he knows the com- 
mon and Latin names of many drugs, the doses, 
weights and measures, both metric and troy. 

Your physician will appreciate the system if you 
will adopt it. Many of you may be using a check sys- 
tem and have done so for years, but those who are not 
using it I urge you to establish one at once. The many 
mistakes happening throughout the country, and 
printed in the journals, go to show that we cannot 
be too careful about our prescription work, and every 
method known that can be used to assist the druggist 
should be considered. 

What is wanted by physicians and the public is 
careful and conscientious druggists, and a check sys- 
tem will do more toward raising the standard of ac- 
curacy and purity in dispensing than any other means. 
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Cream of Current Literature 


y of the leading articles in contemporary pharmaceutical periodicals, 








Formation of Camphor in the Camphor Plant.—Accord- 
ing to the researches of Tschirch and Schirasawa 
(Archiv. fiir Pharmazie, ccxl, pages 257-200), camphor 
is the product of the activity of certain cells in the cam- 
phor tree. These cells are the ones that furnish the 
oils, and are found early in the development of the 
plant in all its parts. The authors have made an elabo- 
rate study of the different phases in the development 
of camphor. 


Cecropia Obtusa, a New Cardiac Stimulant Resembling 
Digitalis —Gilbert and Carnot, in a recent communica- 
tion to the Société de Biologie, of Paris (Nouveaux 
Remédes, June 24, 1903, page 274), describe the plant 
known as Cecropia obtusa, which is used in the form 
of an alcoholic extract, as a cardiac stimulant. The 
extract was composed of 2 parts of the fresh leaves 
with 1 part of alcohol. The toxicity of this extract 
was mild, and it was found to be not only an excellent 
heart stimulant, but also a powerful diuretic. The 
dose given was 30 drops daily. 


The Tannoid Bodies of Rhubarb.—Gilson (Les Tan- 
noides de la Rhubarbe de Chine, Brussels, 1902; Phar- 
maceutische Centralhalle, September 24, 1903, page 661) 
found that the tannin in rhubarb is not a simple sub- 
stance, but is composed of a series of compounds which 
render its composition very complex. Gilson isolated 
three very distinct substances from rhubarb—catechin 
and two glucosides, glykogallin and tetrarin, the last 
of which contains a fourth substance, rheosmin. Gly- 
cogallin is decomposed into dextro-glucose and gallic 
acid. Its watery solution precipitates neither gelatin 
nor albumen. Tetrarin, on being boiled with diluted 
acids, decomposes into dextro-glucose and gallic acid, 
cinnamic acid and rheosmin, the latter being an alde- 
hyde with the formula of C,,H,,O,. 


Characteristics of Pure Ether.—After an exhaustive 
examination of the tests for ether, the details of which are 
published in a lengthy paper not suitable for abstraction, 
W. Wobbe (Apoth. Zeit., 18, 458) comes to the con- 
clusion that pure ether for inhalation should comply with 
the following requirements: (1) Specific gravity, 
0.718-0.720 at 15 degrees C. (2) Boiling point not under 
34 degrees C. nor over 35 degrees C. (3) It should be 
without effect on Nessler’s reagent (20 Cc. of ether 
shaken with 5 Cc. of the reagent; a test for aldehyde, 
alcohol, hydrogen peroxide). (4) 20 Cc. shaken in a 
stoppered cylinder with 5 Cc. of alkaline solution of 
silver nitrate should cause no change in the solution. 
(5) 20 Cc. shaken with 5 Cc. of a freshly prepared solu- 
tion of potassium ferricyanide and ferric chloride and 
placed in the dark should not color the aqueous liquid 
green or blue. (6) 20 Cc. shaken with 5 Cc. of potas- 
sium iodide and phenolphthalein solution should not pro- 
duce a red coloration. (The reagent is made by mixing 
equal volumes of a 50 per cent. solution of potassium 
iodide and 1 per cent. solution of phenolphthalein; it in- 
dicates hydrogen peroxide, which liberates potassium 
hydroxide from the potassium iodide.) (7) 20 Cc. al- 
lowed to evaporate spontaneously should leave no residue 
or odor. (8) The same quantity evaporated with 5 drops 
of water should leave a residue that neither reddens 
litmus paper nor bleaches it. (9) The vapor of pure 
ether should be alkaline to litmus paper. 





The Oil of Gentian Root——Hartwich and Ullmann 
(Archiv. fiir Pharmazie, 1903, pages 240, 474) have 
found that the fatty material of gentian root is not a 
saponifiable oil, but a substance analogous to cholester- 
ine. The chloroform solution of this substance, sub- 
jected to Hesse’s test with sulphuric acid (concen- 
trated), gives a brilliant red, with a green fluorescence 
in the acid, and the chloroform layer passes from yel- 
low to red and then to violet in the course of 24 hours. 
With Liebermann’s test, the addition of sulphuric acid 
to a solution of the fat in acetic anhydride, a red color 
is obtained, which passes from this color to a greenish 
blue on shaking, and finally gives an olive-green tint. 
This fat is extracted from the roots by means of ether, 
and is present in the root in the proportion of from 
5 to 6 per cent. It is a dark-yellow viscid substance, 
which has the bitter taste of the root. The bitter prin- 
ciples and the ethereal constituents are removed by 
extraction with petroleum ether and with 50 per cent. 
alcohol. 


Acocantherine, a Vegetable Poison.—This is a gluco- 
side, and the active principle of Acocanthera Abys- 
sinica, a member of the natural order Apocynacee, 
which is the chief constituent of the poison used on 
the arrow heads of the African negroes. According 
to Faust (Nouveaux Remédes, September 24, 1903), this 
plant is very rich in cardiac poisons. In order to iso- 
late its glucoside, an aqueous decoction of the plant 
must be treated with lead acetate and ammonia, fil- 
tered, the excess precipitated with some precipitant 
and the filtrate treated with an excess of ammonium 
sulphate. Under the influence of acids in diluted form 
this glucoside gives rhanose as the sugar of decomposi- 
tion. The formula of the glucoside is C,,H,.O,., and 
the plant, in addition, contains a toxic alkaloid. The 
latter is like digitaline in its therapeutic action. But 
it is not as active as digitalis. The natural order of 
Apocynacee comprises several drugs containing com- 
pounds, whose action resembles that of the constit- 
uents of digitalis, and which are even stronger than 
acocantherine, such, for instance, as ouabain, strophan- 
thine and acantherine. 


The Fat of the Coco Nut.—A solid fat has been ob- 
tained from coco nut for some years, which has been 
used in the most varied manner in the preparation of 
foods. This fat is being expressed in large amounts, 
especially in Marseilles, where it is placed on the mar- 
ket under the name of “ Vegetaline,” while in Ger- 
many it has become known for kitchen use under the 
name of “ Palmin.” Recently a French firm have un- 
dertaken to produce this fat at the place where the 
nuts are grown, in India, and has placed its product on 
the market under the name of ‘“‘ Cocotine.” This is a 
pale-yellow, fluid fat that assumes the consistency 
of butter when put into cold water, and is both taste- 
less and odorless. Cocotine has the advantage of not 
becoming rancid and of not losing its fresh and mild 
taste for months even if exposed to the air. The pro- 
duction of this fat in Marseilles amounts to 600 bar- 
rels monthly. It could be employed as a substitute 
for lard and for petrolatum in pharmaceutical prac- 
tice. A vegetable fat called “ nucoline ” is very simi- 
lar to cocotine (Pharmaceutische Centralhalle, September 


24, 1903, page 658). 
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The Difference Between the Red and the Yellow 
Oxides of Mercury—Schick (Zeitschrift fiir physiol- 
ogisches Chemie, xlii, page 155) agrees with Ostwald, 
who claims that the only difference between the red 
and the yellow oxides of mercury is that their grains 
are of different sizes, and that by crushing these grains 
of red oxide one can bring it nearer and nearer in color 
to that of the yellow oxide. These conclusions were 
reached by the author as the result of researches into 
the electromotor properties of the red and yellow oxides 
of mercury. Analogous views were advanced, by the 
way, by Gay-Lussac in opposition to Pelouse, who had 
observed that the yellow oxide is more easily decom- 
posed by heat than the red form of this compound. 
Miller, in a recent memoir, stated that in 1899 he had 
shown that the reduction of these two forms by means 
of hydrogen shows very strikingly the differences ex- 
isting between them. There is a considerable differ- 
ence in the degree of oxidation and reduction of these 
two forms within a given time with the same volume 
of hydrogen. Other differences, although less impor- 
tant ones, are observed in the electric conductivity and 
the solubility of the two forms. 


A Rapid Method of Testing Creosote—Michonneau 
(Nouveaux Remédes, June 24, 1903) has described a 
new and very simple method of testing the purity of 
creosote. The chief adulteration of creosote, as is 
well known, is carbolic acid. It is therefore important 
to find out rapidly whether this body is present. For 
this purpose 15 Cc. of creosote and 5 Cc. of ordinary 
glycerin are placed in a tube graduated in tenths of a 
cubic centimeter. The mixture is shaken until the 
creosote is dissolved, and the volume is completed up 
to 50 Cc. with distilled water. The tube is closed and 
is shaken vigorously in order to obtain perfect emulsion. 
It is then allowed to stand perfectly quiet, the heavier 
creosote is allowed to separate and to sink to the bot- 
tom. Its volume is then read off on the scale of the 
tube. But as there remains some glycerin which inter- 
feres with the accuracy of the reading, the supernatant 
liquid is decanted, the remainder is again diluted to 50 
Cc. and the reading is observed once more in the same 
manner. After three successive decantations, the creo- 
sote does not contain any glycerin, and the final vol- 
ume of the creosote is read. If 15 Cc. had been used at 
first, the author has found that the reading was 14 Cc. 
if the creosote was pure. A creosote containing 10 
per cent. of phenol will read 13.5 Cc. at the end of the 
test ; with 20 per cent. it will read at about 13 Cc., and 
with 40 per cent., about 12 Cc. 

The Examination of Codliver Oil for Purity —Wie- 
belitz (Pharmaceutische Zeitung, 1903, page 363) gives 
some interesting points regarding the examination of 
codliver oil. According to the German Pharmacopeeia, 
if 15 drops of codliver oil be treated with three drops 
of fuming nitric acid, a fiery-red color appears, which 
soon passes into yellow. Wiebelitz has found that 
with old oils this change of color often does not take 
place, except after some hours, and that in oils that 
have been kept for over a year the change of tints 
into yellow does not take place at all, the oil remain- 
ing a reddish-brown. The German Pharmacopeeia 
also states that codliver oil does not solidify, even at 
the end of two days, if 2 Cc. of oil are mixed with 1 
Cc. of nitric acid and 1 Cc. of water. This reaction 
excludes the presence of olein, and therefore the addi- 
tion of oils rich in olein, such as olive oil, oil of sesame, 
etc. Wiebelitz, however, found that this test is too 
severe, as genuine codliver oil shows the beginning of 
solidification under these conditions. According to 
the German Pharmacopeeia, the iodine index of cod- 
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liver oil varies from 140 to 152, but according to the 
present author there are genuine codliver oils whose 
iodine index may reach 156, so that this number should 
be-taken as the maximum limit. The index of saponi- 
fication given by the German Pharmacopeeia is exact, 
however. 

Triphenyl-oxy-arscnium Chloride-—According to Nou- 
veaux Remédes (August 24, 1903, page 372) this new 
compound is obtained by saturating with chlorine a 
chloroform solution of triphenylarsine. The excess of 
chlorine is removed by a current of carbonic acid gas. 
The substance is then precipitated with anhydrous 
ether. The graphic formula of the compound is: 

(CHy), ASC Cy 

It is a substance which crystallizes in brilliant, fusible 
needles, melting at 171 degrees C., and contains 20.9 
per cent. of arsenic. The arsenic in this compound 
seems to. be firmly fixed in the molecule, for neither 
sulphuretted hydrogen nor the Penicillum brevicauda 
are capable of isolating the arsenic from it in the form 
of sulphide, nor of liberating it in the form of a prod- 
uct of decomposition. This seems to prove that the 
compound passes through the organism without being 
decomposed, and the experiments of Wolters upon 
dogs seem to confirm this supposition. Dogs bear 
doses of from 0.05 Gm. to 1 Gm. without incon- 
venience, but higher doses produce poisonous symp- 
toms, in the form of cerebral disturbances, which are 
said to be due to the action of the phenyl. The com- 
pound may be obtained as such from the urine. The 
conclusion of Wolters is, that we have in this new 
compound a form of arsenic that is relatively inoffen- 
sive. It is difficult to say, as yet, whether it will prove 
of clinical value. 


The Influence of Calcium Salts on the Solidification of 
Gelatin.—Rousseau (Union Pharmaceutique, September 
15, 1903) has presented to the Pharmaceutical Society 
of Paris the results of his researches regarding the in- 
fluence of the calcium salts of gelatin on the property 
of solidification after sterilization. He found that in 
order to sterilize gelatin at 120 degrees C. without de- 
priving it of its property of solidification, it is necessary 
to first remove the calcium salts in gelatin until it does 
not contain any fixed residue over 10 to 14 grammes 
per 1,000. In the purified gelatins of bacteriological 
laboratories, it is sufficient for this purpose to add 0.50 
Gm. of hydrochloric acid per 100 Gm. of gelatin solu- 
tion containing 10 or 15 per cent. of gelatin. For the 
impure gelatins of commerce, which contain a much 
larger proportion of calcium salts, it is necessary to 
add much larger amounts of hydrochloric acid. But 
these cannot be used for surgical purposes. The pres- 
ence of large amounts of calcium salts prevents the 
gelatin from solidifying after having been sterilized at 
120 degrees C. He proved this by adding calcium salts 
to dialyzed gelatin. The importance of being able to 
sterilize gelatin at 120 degrees C. will be realized when 
it is remembered that injections of gelatin, as they are 
now used by surgeons, present the danger of lockjaw, 
on account of the frequent presence of the bacillus of 
tetanus in gelatin. The spores of this germ are killed 
by sterilizing at 120 degrees, but not at lower tempera- 
tures. It is well, therefore, to be able to heat gelatin 
to the required degree of heat without destroying its 
property of solidifying. The drawback about the 


method just described is, that the abstraction of cal- 
cium salts partly lowers the powers of coagulation 
which the gelatin possesses when in the unchanged 
condition, and so the improved sterilized gelatin is less 
valuable as a hemostatic. 
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Queries and Answers 


We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for information on all pharmaceutic matters, 





Salicylic Acid and Ferric Pyrophosphate in Com- 
bination.—T. D. writes: ‘‘ Please inform me if it is pos- 
sible to make a clear solution of the following mixture 
and what reaction takes place: 


AN MIL Botte oe 6a side bead eaaee eee ces gr. = 
RP MMEPMINN Soc n'e hiv oles Silvis nc e'aewees a0 60le 6 @ gr. Vv 
ee, ee eee ore Ree Lo 3i 
P| SS Oa ee eR TE eo OIE rer we 3ss 


The appearance of a mixture prepared from the fore- 
going ingredients will vary according to the way it may 
be compounded. The formula is one that originated in 
the New York Hospital, and Sydney Rauschenberg, who 
compiled the formulary of the New York Hospital, 
recommended the following method of preparing the 
mixture: Dissolve the sodium phosphate in water heated 
to the boiling point, and in the solution so formed dis- 
solve the salicylic acid and ferric pyrophosphate, heat be- 
ing applied if necessary to complete the solution. 

Made in this way the mixture assumes a beautiful 
claret color, perfectly clear and transparent. It probably 
owes its color to the formation of a slight amount of 
ferric salicylate which passes into solution. 


Polacci’s Test for Albumin.—G. A. S.—This is a 
modification of Spiegler’s well-known reagent, and has 
the following composition. 


RN UA dk 9 slab oad d so a 0 de Soe pals ba Gin: 1 
Corrosive mercuric chloride................6. Gm. 5 
REIT CMMI fack 5 ches ceehs de deeew ews Gm. 10 
Formaldehyde (40 per cent.) ...........00008. Gm. 5 
SR TALEOIE. WV MIIT 68 vc tia bienes vais Database ke wmetens Ce. 100 


To the solution of the tartaric acid and the two salts 
in the stated amount of distilled water, add the formal- 
dehyde and keep in a well-stoppered bottle. 
As to the manner of applying this test and its be- 
havior with albuminous urine, Polacci says that when 
the reagent is poured carefully over the suspected fluid 
contained in a test tube, in such a manner as not to mix 
the two fluids, a white ring is formed between the sur- 
faces of contact if albumin be present. Care should 
be taken, however, to avoid certain sources Of error. 
Two of these are seldom absent, one being the pres- 
ence of alkaloids, the other of earthy phosphates and 
carbonates. With urine containing alkaloidal bodies 
in solution, the test gives an immediate precipitate, 
which, however, is redissolved on the application of 
heat, like peptones. With the earthy phosphates and 
carbonates the precipitate is also immediate, but it dis- 
solves on simple shaking. To avoid any erroneous de- 
ductions in the application of Polacci’s test, it is rec- 
ommended to use the following table devised by J. 
Dugois, and printed in our French contemporary, the 
Bulletin Commercial, for June 30, 1902: 
On adding Polacci’s solution to urine— 

No immediate precipitate means no pathological albumin. 

An immediate precipitate, soluble on shaking, means earthy 
phosphates and carbonates. 

An immediate precipitate, insoluble on shaking, but soluble by 
heat, means peptones or alkaloids. 

An immediate precipitate, insoluble on shaking and insoluble 
by heat, means serum albumin or globulin. 


Polacci’s test is exceedingly sensitive, being capable 
of demonstrating the presence of 1 part of albumin in 
370,000. Being perfectly colorless and transparent, it 
has distinct advantages in the study of the albuminous 
ring. 


Some operators prefer to add the suspected fluid to 
the test solution. About 2 Cc. of the reagent are 
poured into a test tube, and a small quantity of the urine 
to be tested is cautiously poured over the surface of 
the test solution; care being observed, especially at 
first, to allow the urine to trickle, drop by drop, along 
the walls of the tube, which may be held slightly in- 
clined, so as to prevent any admixture of the two fluids. 
At the point of contact of the two fluids there appears 
immediately a well marked ring. If this ring becomes 
wider and extends upward, it may be regarded as a 
certainty that the urine contains albumin, though it 
will be found advisable to apply the corrective tests 
indicated in Dugois’s table as printed above. 


Is the Citric Acid Essential Here?—T. D. M. 
writes: ‘ I would like some information through your 
journal regarding the subjoined prescription: — 
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“Is the citric acid essential to the proper com- 
pounding of this prescription? If so, how much should 
be used and why?” 

We fail to see what purpose is served by the pres- 
ence of citric acid in this mixture. It is probable that 
the prescriber was unaware of the solvent action on 
strychnine of the hydrochloric acid, and he wished to 
effect solution of the alkaloid before mixing it with the 
other ingredients. We think the object of the pre- 
scriber would be entirely served by triturating the 
strychnine with a little of the hydrochloric acid and 
water to effect the formation of a hydrochloride of the 
alkaloid, which would be retained in solution in the 
mixture, owing to the large quantity of hydrochloric 
acid employed. 


Artificial Maple Sugar Flavoring.—F. J. McG. 
asks us to give him the formula for making an artificial 
maple sugar flavoring, which he informs us was printed 
in the AMERICAN Druccist some time in 1888. 

The only reference we can find to a preparation of 
this character is the record of a patent for a process 
employing a decoction of hickory bark or wood, made 
by percolation or by drawing the sap from the tree. 
About three tablespoonfuls of the decoction were 
added to each gallon of commercial syrup obtained 
from the sugar houses. On boiling down the syrup 
made in this way artificial maple sugar was said to be 
obtained. 


~ 


Parlor Experiments.—J. G. B.—The mystery of 
the “ Wonderful Bottle,” from which can be poured in 
succession port wine, sherry, claret, water, champagne 
or ink-at the will of the operator, is easily explained. 
The materials for the deception consist of an, ordinary 
dark-colored pint wine bottle, seven wine glasses of 
different patterns and the chemicals described below: 

Solution A: A mixture of tincture of ferric chloride 3vi, 
hydrochloric acid 3ii. 

m Solution B: Saturated solution of ammonium sulphocyanide 
ol. 

Solution C: Strong solution of ferric chloride 3i. 

Solution D: A weak solution of ammonium sulphocyanide. 

Solution EF: Concentrated solution of lead acetate. 
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Solution F: Solution of ammonium sulphide 3i, cr pyrogal- 
lic acid 3i. 
Package G: Pulverized potassium bicarbonate 3iss. 

Having poured two teaspoonfuls of Solution A 
into the wine bottle, proceed to treat the wine glasses 
with the different solutions, being careful, of course, to 
note and remember into which glasses the several solu- 
tions are placed. Into No. I wine glass pour one or 
two drops of Solution B; into No. 2 glass pour one 
or two drops of Solution C; into No. 3 one or two 
drops of Solution D; leave No. 4 glass empty; into 
No. 5 glass pour a few drops of Solution E; into No. 6 
glass place a few grains of Package G; into No. 7 glass 
pour a little of Solution F. 

When before the audience request some one to 
bring you a carafe of cold drinking water, and to guar- 
antee to the company that it is pure, show that your 
wine bottle is (practically) empty. Fill it up from the 
carafe, and having asked the audience whether you shall 
produce wine or water, milk or ink, etc., you may ob- 
tain either by pouring a little of the water from the 
bottle into the prepared glass, thus. No. I glass gives a 
port wine color, No. 2 gives a sherry color, No. 3 gives 
a claret color, No. 4 left empty to prove that the solu- 
tion in the bottle is colorless, No. 5 produces milk, No. 
6 effervescing champagne, No. 7 ink. 

Hydrocyanic Acid Gas Against Fleas.—W. L. S.— 
In continuation of notes printed in the two preced- 
ing issues on the extermination of fleas, a correspond- 
ent is good enough to remind us of the cyanogen 
method of C. L. Marlatt, entomologist of the United 
States Department of Agriculture, described in a re- 
cent Department report. This provides for the use 
of cyanogen gas. The gas is generated from potas- 
sium cyanide by the action of sulphuric acid. One 
ounce of sulphuric acid diluted with 2 ounces of 
water and 1 ounce of potassium. cyanide must 
be used for every 100 cubic feet of space. The mix- 
ture is placed in basins on the floor of the room. As 
described by Mr. Marlatt, the results of this form of 
fumigation were eminently satisfactory. After being 
generated in a house infested with cockroaches, bugs 
and other household insects, the gas got in its work 
immediately. The roaches, by thousands, came out 
from their hiding places in a vain effort to escape, and 
rushing to the cracks under doors and windows there 
perished. The bedbugs against whom the fumigation 
was specially directed were found dead in great num- 
bers about the beds. Sometimes the insects had the 
appearance of being alive and about to run, and a touch 
was necessary to demonstrate that they were dead, 
having been arrested instantly while in motion, their 
limbs extended in the normal position for running. 
Flies, roaches and bedbugs, and, without doubt fleas 
and all the other household pests, were killed. 


Origin of the Name Cinchona.—R.—A very com- 


plete and interesting history of cinchona is given in the- 


U. S. Dispensatory under the title Cinchona. From 
this it will be seen that the plant was originally named 
Quinquina and the name Cinchona was conferred upon it 
by Linné in honor of the Countess of Chinchon. The 
National Dispensatory supplies the information that 
the word quina (pronounced gheena), in the language 
of the Peruvian Indians, signifies bark, and quina- 
quina a medicinal bark, the term being originally ap- 
plied to other barks. This information is correct, so far 
as it goes ; only something should be said of the custom 
of the Peruvian Indians to double the name of any sub- 
stance when the idea is intended to be conveyed that 
the substance is particularly precious. Quina-quina 


literally translated means “ bark of barks.” 
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REVIEWS OF BOOKS. 


THE AMERICAN PocKET MEDICAL DicTIoNARY. Hdited by W. 
A. Newman Dorland, M.D., Assistant Obstetrician to the 
Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania. Containing the 
pronunciation and definition of the principal words used 
in medicine and kindred sciences, with 566 pages and 64 
extensive tables. Philadelphia, New York, London: W. B. 
Saunders & Co., 1903. Price, $1, net. 

In this little work, now in its fourth edition, we 
have a pocket dictionary equaled by none on the mar- 
ket. Several thousand of the newest terms that have 
appeared in recent medical literature have been added,. 
and the entire work has been subjected to a careful 
revision. We believe that the work in its new form 
will meet more fully than ever the requirements of 
physicians and pharmacists, who have frequent need 
for reference to a pocket dictionary of medical terms, 
and we have no hesitancy in recommending it to such. 








THE AMERICAN ILLUSTRATED MEDICAL Dictionary. For Practi- 
tioners and Students. A Complete Dictionary of the Terms. 
used in Medicine, Surgery, Dentistry, Pharmacy, Chemis- 
try, and the kindred branches, including much collateral in- 
formation of an encyclopedic character, together with new 
and elaborate tables of Arteries, Muscles, Nerves, Veins, 
etc.; of Bacilli, Bacteria, Micrococci, Streptococci; Epony- 
mic Tables of Diseases, Operations, Signs and Symptoms, 
Stains, Tests, Methods of ‘Treatment, etc. By W. A. New- 
man Dorland, A.M., M.D., editor of the “ American Pocket 
Medical Dictionary.” Handsome large octavo, nearly 800- 
pages, bound in full flexible leather. Philadelphia, New 
York, London: W. B. Saunders & Co., 1908. Price, $4.50, net; 
with thumb index, $5, net. 

The rapid exhaustion of two large editions can- 
not but be a gratifying proof to the editor and pub- 
lishers that this excellent work meets the varied needs. 
of physicians and students better than any other dic- 
tionary on the market. 

In this, the third edition, several hundreds of new 
terms that have been added to the vocabulary of medi- 
cal sciences have been incorporated and clearly de- 
fined. The entire work, moreover, has evidently been 
subjected to a careful revision, and many of the tables, 
notably those of Acids, Bacteria, Stains, Tests, Meth- 
ods of Treatment, etc., have been amplified, and their 
practical value greatly increased. It is only by such 
constant and careful revision that a medical diction- 
ary can hope to reflect the progress of medical science, 
and the usefulness of this work by this present revi- 
sion has been very largely extended. 





Prof. C. G. Lloyd, of Cincinnati, who is doing highly credit- 
able work in describing, illustrating and classifying puff-balls 
and other fungi, makes an appeal to all pharmacists who are 
interested in mycology to collect and forward to him any and 
all specimens of puff-balls they may come across in their bo- 
tanical rambles. He says “ We hope that we can interest you: 
in picking up and sending to us puff balls that you meet. It is 
a simple matter both to collect them and to send them. Simply 
pick them up, dry them thoroughly, wrap them in tissue paper 
and send inclosed in a box to prevent crushing in the mails. 
Then mark them as ‘samples without commercial value’ and 
the postage you will find will be very slight, only nominal. We 
are particularly anxious to get a knowledge of the puff balls of 
your country and hope that you will co-operate with us in sup- 
plying us with material from which we can work. If you will’ 
collect the ‘ puff balls’ we will undertake to see that they are 
described, published and illustrated in a satisfactory manner, 
and that due credit be given you.” 

Mr. Lloyd has just issued five fasciculi of mycological notes, 
being part of a valuable series of botanical observations on dif- 
ferent species and varieties of mushrooms. 





One of the rarest of works on American materia medica— 
Schoep’s Materia Medica American—has been reprinted by 
the Lloyd Library, and now appears as No. 3 of the well-known: 
series of reproductions for which medical literature is so much 
indebted to the Lloyd Brothers, of Cincinnati. The book was: 
published in 1787, and is entirely in Latin. 








AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


BUSINESS BUILDING. 





This Department is devoted exclusively to the discussion of ways 
and means of increasing the pharmacist’s business. The 
Department Editor will be glad to answer promptly all ques- 
tions pertaining to advertising, to criticise advertisements, 
suggest improvements, and advise upon plans and schemes. 





HOLIDAY TRADE, 


HE business-building value of holiday trade is en- 
tirely lost sight of by those druggists who make 
no special effort to’divert to their coffers some little 
part of the enormous amoynt of money that the buying 
public pours into the channels of trade at this season. 
Among those who go in for it to a greater or less 
extent, orie is sure to find a proper appreciation of the 
indirect profit derived throughout the year from holi- 
day goods, or the great advertising value of elaborate 
or tasteful holiday decorations in store interior and 
show windows. 

A pharmacist who has been very successful in 
building up a large high-class trade, when asked if it 
paid to make such elaborate and costly decorations and 
expend large sums in extra advertising during the holi- 
day season, said: 


“Pay? Why, of course, it pays, or I would not 
have gone into it more and more extensively each year. 
My gross profits for December will run a thousand dol- 
lars over any other month, and it would still pay me if 
I spent that amount to get the crowd here. As it is, I 
will probably spend $100 for advertising and—well, 
you can do quite a lot of decorating for $50. 

“ But it’s the indirect profit—the extra dividends 
it brings in, the year round—that makes it a paying 
proposition, even if it cost the whole direct profit on 
what fancy goods we sell this month. During the 35 
days, beginning the Saturday before Thanksgiving and 
ending with Christmas Eve, I spend one-third to one- 
fourth of my yearly advertising appropriation. 

“ Did you ever stop and think of the great adver- 
tising opportunity that comes with each December? 
The whole population going about with money in their 
pockets, looking for something on which to spend it? 

‘Everybody has more or less money that he is 
eager to spend. Everybody has the shopping and 
sightseeing fever, and it’s no trouble to get people into 
the store. This is the one season when people cease 
to regard the oft repeated ‘Come in and look at our 
goods ” as mere empty formality, and will freely accept 
the invitation. It’s the decorations, though, more than 
the words, that bring them in. ; 

“ My holiday campaign brings hundreds of people 
to the store daily, both from this and nearby towns. 
They see the store at its best, spick and span; stocks 
at their fullest, store and show windows finely deco- 
rated and filled with new goods. The whole thing is 
one big advertisement. In December I make more new 
customers than during all the rest of the year, simply 
because it’s easier to get people into the store. The 
whole month is one grand levee—my reception time, 
when I make it a point to see personally as many vis- 
itors to the store as I can; keeping in touch with the 
affairs of regular customers, renewing acquaintance 
with those who have drifted away and keeping a sharp 
lookout for new faces—possible new customers, and as 
such worthy of special attention. 
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“It’s all legitimate trade; the stock, with few ex- 
ceptions, is confined to those lines usually found in 
drug stores. There are no trashy things or toys, noth- 
ing that I will have to lay away until next year or mark 
down for an after-holiday sale. It’s just an amplified 
high grade stock of fancy goods and druggists’ sun- 
dries. I can sell you’a 25-cent hair brush or this sil- 
ver backed one at $12, a 10-cent comb or a silver 
mounted one at $2.25, a 10-cent nail file or a $3 one and 
soon. Items of regular stock are thus carried up into 
the higher and finer grades all along the line; outside 
of these are stationery, fine cutlery, pocketbooks and 
purses, cut glass and decorated china, but these are all 
regular side lines with me and sell the year round. 

“ Of course, this trade was not built up in a season 
or two; the beginnings were small and the growth slow 
during the first few years, but it gathers force with 
every year, the sales growing larger and the grade of 
goods higher—look at those purses at $8 and $0; 
wouldn’t have dared to touch them five years ago, nor 
three years ago—the expenses grow less in proportion 
as the business grows and the direct profit is conse- 
quently greater. 

“In November I get in the bulk of my stocks of 
fancy goods and side lines, and this gives me a big and 
unbroken line for the holiday selling, what is left serves 
with a few fill-in orders for the rest of the year, and it’s 
surprising what a lot of fine goods go out, a piece at a 
time, in the course of the year. The fact that I have 
a big stock of fine goods has made this the best known 
drug store for 20 miles around, and it is the first place 
that the people of this and neighboring towns think 
of when they want a wedding present, birthday gift 
or holiday presents. The fine goods make a fine store, 
an interesting store, lots of pretty things and always 
something new for customers to look at. 

“Its effect on regular drug trade? Well, I’ve got 
the biggest prescription business in the county, as well 
as the finest store ; druggists in neighboring towns send 
here for new or rare or out-of-stock items in the drug 
line, and the doctors send here first when they want a 
new, unusual or extra quality remedy or some tech- 
nical information.” 


GO AFTER THE CRUMBS. 


Even for those who failed to plant in season and 
have no big crop to harvest, there are some few crumbs 
of profit to be gleaned from the holiday trade field. 

Fix up your windows with absorbent cotton, crépe 
paper, sprays, vines and wreaths of real or artificial 
holly, potted plants, palms or flowers, or anything in 
the way of tasteful decoration in the color scheme ap- 
propriate to the Christmas season—green and white, 
with a touch of red. 

Go over the stock and bring forward everything 
that might make a useful or appropriate gift, and make 
a display of them in the window and show cases. Per- 
fumes, of course; but there are a lot of things that are 
not usually thought of as Christmas gifts. Hot water 
bags, for instance, yet there are lots of them given for 
Christmas presents. Get out the best of your stock of 
hair brushes and combs, cloth brushes, puff boxes and 
puffs, infant combs and brushes, nail files and other 
manicure implements, all sorts of toilet articles and 
implements, chest protectors, chamois jackets and 
whatever other items in regular stock or side lines that 
you find upon going over the stock thoroughly. 

A day’s work and a few dollars spent in making a 
good display of such things at this time will make 
some sales that would be altogether lost otherwise. 
The decorations will make the store more attractive, 
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WINCDOWDISPLAY OF TOILET ARTICLES. 


OILET articles are displayed to considerable advantage in 
the window shown in this sketch. The lower portion of 
the background is designed from square pieces of pink 

crape paper, each piece fastened above and below to a light 
frame work of boards and brought together in the center with 
a full curve, a band of blue ribbon holding it so. Between these 
light blue crape paper is seen, as a background for golden 


and bring an increase in the number of customers for 
regular goods. 
PRICE YOUR GOODS. 

The price of the goods offered is essential in holi- 
day advertising. “ How much?” is the most impor- 
tant question to the buyer at this time. Everyone has 
money to spend, but most people have a limited amount 
to be expended for a certain number of articles. You 
may show them, or tell them about, something “ real 
nice,’ and they may be too busy or in too much of a 
hurry, or it will be too bothersome to ask “ how much.” 
The first one who shows them something “ real nice,” 
plainly marked with a price within their limit, usually 
gets their money. 

Newspaper and circular advertising should at least 
have the range of prices of the lines of goods mentioned. 


yellow sponges. Above this lower pink and blue background 
a curtain of blue cheesecloth is draped. The lattice work effect 
above this again is obtained by tightly stretching pink rib- 
bon across the window, fastening at the bottom to a strip nailed 


to each side of the window, to which the blue curtain is hung. 
Wherever two ribbons cross a little pocket is made with pins 


_ 


to receive the handle of a tooth brush. Everything else in the 
sketch is clear without words. 


Window and store displays should have every article 
marked in plain, large figures on a card or tag attached 
to the goods. ‘This makes sales, saves the asking and 
answering of innumerable questions, much handling of 
goods and the disrupting of display arrangement; it 
makes possible the serving of a large number of cus- 
tomers by a small force of salesmen. 

Until Christmas is past there will be small results 
obtained from advertising anything in the way of medi- 
cines. People are too interested in their holiday shop- 
ping and plans to read ads of this kind, and too busy 
to get sick. Outside of holiday goods the most result- 
ful advertising topics are: Rubber sundries, toilet prep- 
arations, brushes of various kinds and other articles in 
the sundry line. Right after Christmas talk about cold 
cures, codliver oils, laxatives and digestants. 








Se AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 
AGAINST TRADING STAMPS. 


adipbineitee 

Concerted Action to Be Taken at Next Session of 
Legislature—Merchants’ Association Interested and 
Local Pharmacists Asked to Aid. 





There has been a good deal of complaint among druggists 
and others against the use of trading stamps. Many drug- 
gists are strongly in favor of abolishing the practice altogether. 
Several attempts to check the practice have been made in dif- 
ferent localities in this city, but sooner or later in such under- 
takings some druggist has broken away from an agreement 
not to give trading stamps with purchases, and then others 
would have to follow suit to protect themselves, and the trou- 
ble would become as aggravated as ever. There has been some 
talk among members of some of the local pharmaceutical or- 
ganizations of taking the matter up with a view of securing leg- 
islation which would stop the practice. There was a law in 
this State, it will be recalled, which prohibited the giving of 
trading stamps. ‘That law, however, was declared unconstitu- 
tional. 

The Merchants’ Association of New York has taken the sub- 
ject in hand, and will try to have another law framed and 
passed at the coming session of the State Legislature, and 
asks the co-operation of druggists and merchants everywhere 
throughout the State to that end. The association has sent 
out a letter which states, in part: “ This association is now ex- 
amining the laws which have been passed upon this subject by 
several States, and the judicial decisions which have shown the 
weak points of these laws, Our study leads us to believe that a 
law which will abolish the trading stamp business by equitable 
and constitutional means can be drafted. Such a measure, if 
adequately supported by business interests, would beyond ques- 
tion be passed by the Legislatures of this and other States. 
Firms manufacturing or controlling specialties whose retail 
selling price is fixed by contract are particularly interested, 
for the reason that giving trading stamps with articles having 
a contract retail price is in effect to cut the price of such ar- 
ticles to the great harm of other retail dealers who cannot give 
trading stamps, and are not permitted to sell restricted ar- 
ticles at less than retail price. The association will system- 
atically organize the business interests of the State in support 
of the measure, and through them bring such proper pressure 
to bear upon the Assemblymen and Senators from each district 
as to insure the passage of an equitable bill free from constitu- 
tional objections.” 





BOARD OF PHARMACY VS. CIVIL SERVICE 
COMMISSION. 


New York Board of Pharmacy May Be Subject to 
Civil Service Rules—Board Directed Not to Pay 
Its Employees Until Salary Lists Are Approved by 
Civil Service Commission. 





The Civil Service Commission is under the impression that 
the State Board of Pharmacy is subject to its direction and 
jurisdiction. The board last month received a letter to this 
effect from John A. Birdseye, and the opinion of Attorney-Gen- 
eral Cuneen relative to the Board of Examiners operating 
under the new barbers’ law was cited as authority for this 
view. The letter went on to say that employees of the Board 
of Pharmacy should not be paid except upon the approval of 
the State Civil Service Commission. 

A hearing before the Commission was held at Albany on 
November 10, and was attended by Albert H. Brundage, presi- 
dent of the Board of Pharmacy; Vice-President Gregory, of 
Buffalo: Secretary Bradt, of Albany, and Attorney Alexander, 
of Albany. the local attorney of the board. President Brun- 
dage submitted briefs, prepared by counsel, showing that in 
their opinion the Board of Pharmacy is not under the direc- 
tion and jurisdiction of the State Civil Service Commission. It 
was finally agreed to refer the matter to the Attorney-General 
for a decision. 

Dr. George C. Diekman, a member of the board, said to a 
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representative of the AMERICAN Druegaist that he hadn’t given 
the matter very much thought, but it seemed to him rather 
late for the Civil Service Commission to discover that the 
board, which has been in existence for two years this January. 
is subject to the Commission. 

Charles S. Erb, secretary of the eastern branch, said that 
the pharmacy law was a State law, and since the board had 
been created to enforce that statute its members are State offi- 


- cials just.as much as the Civil Service Commission. There is 


no provision in the pharmacy law putting the board under the 
direction and jurisdiction of the Civil Service Commission, he 
said, such as he understood is contained in the new barbers’ 
law. 





CODLIVER OIL CHARGES. 


A Norwegian Firm Charged with Importing New- 
foundland Oil—Strong Denials and Hints of Libel 
Proceedings. 


Considerable comment was occasioned not long ago among 
druggists when a circular, which at first glance appeared to be 
anonymous, was received, alleging that the firm of O. S. Jer- 
vell, of Aalesund, Norway, one of the largest producers of 
Lofoden codliver oil, had imported a considerable quantity of 
Newfoundland oil and reshipped it to this country as genuine 
Norwegian codliver oil. The circular was not anonymous. It 
bore the stamp in red ink, though very faint, and on some of 
the circulars so faint as to be scarcely legible, of ‘“‘ Edward P. 
Hals, 62 Maiden Jane, New York City.” This circular reads as 
follows: 


Cod Liver Oil News. 
Total Cod Lirer Oil Imports into United States were to: 
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Of the 1903 importation 1,671 barrels came from Norway, 
1,721 Newfoundland. 
91 = - in 273 cases of 10 gallons 
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According to the import list at the Custom House in Aalesund, 
Norway, the firm of O. S. Jervell has during the summer of 1903- 
imported about 600 barrels of forcign, mostly Newfoundland cod liver 
oll, which oil, after having been “duly doctored and naturalized,” 
again has been re-exported from Aalesund to the United States and 
England marked on the barrels, as usually, “O. S. Jervell’s finest 
Norwegian Cod Liver Oil.” This “ Sophisticated-Oil” is now being 
offered for sale in the United States at about $25 per barrel below 
the price at which “ Pure Lofoden Cod Liver Oil" is sold. 


George B. Martin, Mr. Jervell’s agent here, promptly issued 
the following circular to the trade: 

“T wish to positively deny the statement contained in a 
recent circular that Otto S. Jervell has imported any foreign or 
Newfoundland codliver oil, .which he has refined and after- 
ward re-exported to the United States and England as Nor- 
wegian codliver oil. In response to cablegrams Mr. Jervell pos- 
itively assures me that the statements contained in said cir- 
cular are absolutely false and without foundation in fact, and 
he has authorized me to guarantee that all codliver oil bearing 
his brand is Norwegian codliver oil of the finest quality.” 

Mr. Jervell himself arrived here the latter part of last 
month from Aalesund. When questioned he again denied that 
there was any truth whatever in the report that had been cir- 
culated. It was rumored in drug circles that he would bring 
legal proceedings against Mr. Hals, and that was one of Mr. 
Jervell’s objects in coming to this country. He would neither 
affirm nor deny this report, however. In discussing the cod- 
liver oil situation, he said: “ The best quality of Norwegian oil 
is very scarce in primary markets, and only a few lots are ob- 
tainable. Furthermore, the present outlook for 1904 is rather 
unfavorable. The seals are again coming down from Norwe- 
gian waters and driving away the fish. While it is too early 
to make definite predictions with regard to next year’s catch 
and yield, trial fishings so far show that the fish livers are 
likely to be very lean and produce less than the usual amount of 
oil.” 

Mr. Jervell expects to remain in this country until after the 
holidays. At present he has gone West. 
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PROPRIETORS PROMOTE PRICE PROTEC- 
TION PLAN. 





Manufacturers in Earnest—An Object Lesson to One 
Broadway Cutter—Arranging for a Minimum 
Price Schedule—More Proprietors Join the Move- 
ment—Beginning at the Top—Organization Work 
Goes on Elsewhere. 





manufacturers have adopted to check and, if possible, 

eliminate the cut-rate evil, in co-operation with the National 
Association of Retail Druggists, will be put into active opera- 
tion in this city some time in January. So far as the pro- 
prietors are concerned, everything is practically ready now to 
enforce the plan, but, owing to the fact that the holiday season 
is at hand and the large dealers are very busy, it has been 
deemed advisable to defer the enforcement of the new arrange- 
ment until after the first of the year. Had it not been for the 
proximity of the holidays, the plan would probably have been 
put into effect not later than January 1. 


P? tmanate indications are that the new plan which leading 


MANUFACTURERS AT WORK. 


Immediately after the meeting here of members of the Pro- 
prietary Association of America, at which the plan of campaign 
was formulated, on November 9 and 10, which was reported in 
full in our last issue, those charged with bringing the large 
factors into line went to work. The results so far attained are 
very encouraging, and a careful study of what has actually been 
accomplished warrants the statement that the prospect for 
relief from conditions which have demoralized the drug trade 
was never so bright as at present. The largest handlers of 
proprietary articles, although some of them were perhaps a 
little skeptical when first approached, treated representatives of 
the manufacturers courteously and finally came to recognize the 
feasibility and advantages of the proposition made to them 
and expressed their willingness to co-operate. But it is only 
fair to remark that this was accomplished with the exercise of 
no little diplomacy, tact and perseverance by the manufac- 
turers’ representatives. There is not a city or section where 
conditions are more complex, where trade rivalry and com- 
petition are keener, and where druggists, as a rule, were more 
discouraged and suspicious of any new effort to curb the cut- 
rate evil than right here in New York. These facts, coupled 
with other conditions peculiar to different sections or localities 
within the city itself, made tne task of bringing harmony out 
of chaos a particularly difficult one. 


A MINIMUM PRICE SCHEDULE. 


In preparing a minimum schedule of prices, the wishes of 
the largest dealers have been consulted, and it may be stated 
that the schedule which is to be adopted will be perfectly 
acceptable to the larger firms, who comprise, probably, the most 
important factor in the local situation. The organizers have 
carefully avoided the mistake made when the tripartite plan 
was first put into operation in this city—namely, that of getting 
the rank and file of the retail druggists to agree to a minimum 
scale in the hopes of bringing the large cutters into line after- 
ward. As is well known, that scheme failed utterly, although 
the retail trade did derive some benefits which are felt even 
to this day in some localities. The new plan is to be launched 
with the backing and support of the larger houses at the outset. 
Of course, in any section where the druggists wish to get to- 
gether and adopt a schedule of their own, higher than the 
minimum scale, they will be at liberty to do so; in fact, it is 
expected that they will. That is where the N. A. R. D.’s part 
of the plan will come in. The manufacturers who have joined 
in this movement will simply see to it, individually, that the 
minimum price schedule is strictly observed by all, and the 
jobbers are expected, and have already agreed, to co-operate 
with the manufacturers to this end. No one will be put on the 
cut-off list except as a last resort. The point is emphasized by 
the manufacturers that whatever action is taken will be as 
individuals. Each proprietor will be responsible only for the 
enforcement of the price schedule on his own goods. 


NO RESTRAINT OF TRADE. 


There has been more or less talk about this compact among 
several of the proprietors being a combine in restraint of trade 
and in violation of the anti-trust laws. In refutation of such 
statements, it is contended that any manufacturer has the 
right to fix a price below which his goods shall not be sold, and 
that the present arrangement is nothing more nor less than the 
community ‘of interest idea adapted to the sale and distribu- 
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tion of patent medicines. The proprietors, it is argued, have 
simply adopted a common policy as to the sale of their prep- 
arations which it is thought will prove beneficial to all three 
branches of the drug trade as well as to the public. The cut- 
rate evil has been largely responsible for other abuses in the 
trade, such as substitution, and the consumer has suffered more 
or less from such abuses. Under the new plan the public will 
get the goods called for and at reasonable prices. There is no 
intention to try to get full prices, and it will probably be a 
long time before full prices are again obtained in this city. 
The manufacturers realize and appreciate this. 


NEW ADHERENTS TO THE PLAN AMONG PROPRIETORS. 


Since the plan was first mapped out and agreed to by a 
number of manufacturers, others have signified their desire 
to co-operate, and at present there are about 15 whose rem- 
edies are numbered among the “big sellers” in the under- 
taking. As soon as the plan is put into active operation, and 
the real object and advantages are fully understood, it is ex- 
pected that other proprietors will join the movement, thus 
steadily increasing the efficacy of the scheme. Progress in all 
such undertakings, however, is necessarily slow, and those who 
are back of this plan understand as well as any one that it is 
going to take time to correct abuses which have been growing 
for years. ‘They are quite confident that they are now on the 
right track, though, and the fact that some of the largest man- 
ufacturers are determined to do something for the betterment of 
conditions (and they were never so determined as now) has 
encouraged the retail trade and inspired confidence where a lit- 
tle while ago it was entirely lacking. 


GETTING THE DRUGGISTS INTO LINE. 


Most of the work of lining up the druggists here, prepara- 
tory to enforcing the schedule, has been done among the larger 
firms; but the matter has also been talked over with many of 
the smaller retailers, and they are eager to give the plan their 
support. As was expected, some have thrown cold water on the 
whole movement, but even these are coming to realize that the 
proprietary interests back of the plan are in dead earnest. 


AN OBJECT LESSON TO CUTTERS. 


In the recent disturbance in the downtown rate situation 
there was evidence of this earnestness when one of the big 
proprietors actually came to the aid of those who had been 
maintaining a schedule of their own and succeeded in making a 
particularly aggressive cutter sick of his cutting. That drug- 
gist has now agreed to maintain prices the same as the other 
firms in his immediate neighborhood. 


A CUTTER HOIST BY HIS OWN PETARD. 


Another instance of the good faith on the part of proprie- 
tors was where a certain large dealer learned, somewhat to 
his surprise, that the goods which he had been slaughtering 
prices on were being purchased by retail druggists in his local- 
ity and that the manufacturer of those goods was providing 
the retailprs with new wrappers and labels in place of those 
which bore the stamp of the cutter who sold them. The lat- 
ter came to the conclusion that his cut-rate policy was not such 
a good business policy after all. These little episodes are men- 
tioned simply to show that the proprietors mean business. 


ORGANIZATION WORK GOES ON ELSEWHERE. 


Meanwhile the work of organizing other cities and sec- 
tions of the country is steadily progressing. Representatives 
of the manufacturers are conducting an active campaign in sec- 
tions which have been parceled out so that practically the 
whole country is being taken care of in this new movement. 
Mr. Grove, of the Laxative Bromo Quinine Company, of St. 
Louis, is looking after the plan in that section; Dr. Pierce, of 
the World’s Medical Dispensary Association, of Buffalo, is at 
work there, while Mr. Schumacher, of the Peruna Company, is 
taking care of the campaign in Columbus, Ohio, and vicinity. 
Mr. Chamberlain, of the Chamberlain Medicine Company, of 
Des Moines, Iowa, is at the head of the movement there. Mr. 
Gove, of the Lydia Pinkham Company, Boston, is paving the 
way for the enforcement of a minimum schedule in the New 
England section, and in San Francisco, Mr. Queen, of the Cali- 
fornia Fig Syrup Company, is actively at work on the plan 
Mr. Newman, of the latter company, in Louisville, is also work- 
ing along the same lines. 

Details preliminary to the enforcement of the plan in this 
city are being worked out by Lee M. Evans, of the Peruna 
Company, and E. C. Pease, of the World’s Dispensary Medical 
Association. Mr. Evans said to a representative of the AMERI- 
cAN Drucaist that he was more than pleased with the progress 
made so far. He spoke highly of his associate, Mr. Pease, add- 
ing thai he could not have a better co-worker in the movement. 
and that their ideas on this subject were in perfect harmony. 
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“TI am very much gratified,” said he, “ with the results so far 
achieved and have not the slightest doubt that the plan will be 
a success. The work we have been and are still doing is of an 
educational character, and under conditions such as exist in 
New York it naturally takes time to bring the different inter- 
ests into line; but we are making splendid headway, and I 
think everything will be in readiness to put the plan into ef- 
fect soon after the first of the year.” 





Proprietary Association Committees. 


President D. S. Chamberlain, of the Proprietary Associa- 
tion of America, has appointed the following committees for the 
ensuing year: 


Executive—tThe officers, ev-oficio; H. B. Harding, chairman, Hum- 
hreys’ Medicine Company, New York : Dr. V. Mott Pierce, World’s 
ispensary Medical Association, Buffalo ; A. H. Beardsley, Dr. Miles 
Medical Company, Elkhart, Ind. ; George A. Newman, California Fig 
Syrup Company, Louisville, Ky.: Dr. Charles H. Stowell, J. C. Ayer 
pompany, Loweli, Mass.; W. A. “Talbott, the Piso Company, Warren, 
‘a. 

Membership—Joseph R. Kathrens, chairman, Pabst Brewing Com- 
pany, Milwaukee. 
chi eisation—John W. Kennedy, chairman, E. C. De Witt & Co., 
Chicago 

Trade-Marks—George A. Newman, chairman, California Fig Syrup 
Company. Louisville. 

x oe Interests—H. J. S. Hall, chairman, Hall & Ruckel, New 

ork. 
Transportation—A. H. Beardsley, chairman, Dr. Miles Medical 
Company, Elkhart, Ind. 

Delegates to attend the annual meeting of the National Wholesale 
Druggists’ Association, at New Orleans, November, egg W. Schu- 
inacher, chairman, Peruna Mfg. Company, Columbus ; E. Queen, Cal- 
ifornia Fig Syrup Company, San Francisco; Dr. ¥. Mott Pierce, 
World’s Dispensary Medical Association, Buffalo. 

Detegntes & to aena the mectings of the various pharmaceutical 
associations—Dr. Mott tig ge chairman; American Ph. A., Dr. V. 
Mott Pierce; N. Pv BR. D:, Schumacher; California Ph. 4.; BR, 3. 
Queen, San Francisco; District of Columbia Ph. A., Alonzo O. Bliss, 
the Alonzo O. Bliss ‘Company, Washington; Iowa Ph. A., Norman 
Lichty, Norman Lichty Mfg. Company, Des Moines ; Kentucky Ph. A.,, 
George A. “ag oy Louisv lle; Louisiana ng A. J. C. Lyons, I. L. 
Lyons & Co.. w Orleans ; Maine Ph. A., A 3° Hinds, Portland; Mas- 
sachusetts Ph. ag _ ‘i. Gove, L dia B. Pinkham Company, "Lynn, 
Mass. ; Minnesota Ph. +, Daniel R. Noyes, se Sag Brothers & Cutler, 
St. Paul; New Rha Ph. A., Dr. Charles H. Stowell, J. C. Ayer 
Company; New York Ph. A., W. T, Hanson, W. T. Hanson Company, 
Schenectady; Ohio Ph. A., Frank J. Cheney, Cheney Medicine Com- 
pany, Toledo; Pennsylvania Ph. A., W. A. Talbott, the Piso Company, 
Warren ; Tennessee Ph. Ye Se Van Vieet, Van Vieet-Mansfield Drug 
Company, Memphis ; Vermont Ph. A., A. . Richardson, Wells & Rich- 
ardson Company, Burlington ; Virginia Ph. A., Edward P. Valentine, 
Valentine Meat Juice Company, Richmond; Wisconsin Ph. A., William 
Horlick, Horlick’s Food Company, Racine. 

Infringements and Simulations of Trade-Marks—H. H. Good, chair- 
man, Carter Medicine Company, New York. 

Fraternal Relations—H. L. Kramer, chairman, Sterling Remedy 
Company, Kramer, Ind. 

emorials of Deceased Members—Brent Good, chairman, Carter 
Medicine Company, New York. 

Advertising—J. T. Wetherald, chairman, L. BD. Pinkham Medicine 
Company, Lynn, Mass. 

ubl cation—C. wv. Griffith, chairman, Scott & Bowne, New York. 

Delegates to attend the meeting of the Proprietary Articles Trade 
Association of Canada—Thomas L. Leeming. c airman, Henri Nestle, 
New York; Brent Good, New York; H. E. Bucklen, H. BE. Bucklen & 
Co., Chicago. 

Arrangements and Entertainment for the Annual Meeting of the 
Association—Clarence G. Stone, chairman, Lambert Pharmacal Com- 
pany, N. Y 





The Kansas Board. 


At the regular quarterly meeting of the Kansas State 
Board of Pharmacy held at Wichita, November 18, 26 appli- 
cants took the examination. Following are the names of 
those who passed and were registered: B. C. Beal, Logan; 
Horace W. Chittendon, Melvern; J. W. Hollinger, Wichita ; 
Joseph E. Nygreen, Lawrence; Grover WH. Smith, Alta Vista; 
Georga L. Kuss, Edna; Walter J. Downing, Clay Center; J. 
Lawrence Ward, Arkansas City; Alba V. Johnson, Lincoln; J. 
J. Hendricks, Coffeyville; Pauline S. M. Johnson, Topeka; D. 
R. Moore, Goodland; Samuel L. Wilkinson, Newton; James S. 
Sheldon, Council Grove; H. A. Keuneke, Wellington; H. G. 
Graves, Caney; Lafayette M. Foster, Selden; W. G. Haning, 
Belleville, and Homer H. Neff, Springhill. The next meeting 
of the board will be held at Topeka, February 17, 1904, at nine 
o’clock, a.m. Persons desiring to take the examination should 
notify the secretary, W. E. Sherriff, Ellsworth, Kan., at least 
five days before the date of the meeting. 





A New Alumni Journal. 


The Journal of the Association of the Alumni of the Massa- 
chusetts College of Pharmacy makes its initial appearance in 
a bright red cover. It is well arranged, contains just the kind 
of matter calculated to arouse and preserve the interest of the 












alumni in their Alma Mater, and will, no doubt, be an impor- 
tant factor in promoting the welfare of the college. 





Mr. Bodemann and the Newspapers. 

Wilhelm Bodemann, of Chicago, the president of the IIli- 
nois State Board of Pharmacy, favors us with a copy of a com- 
munication which he has sent to the editor of the Chicago Rec- 
ord-Herald in rebuttal of a sensational story which that news- 
paper has recently published. Mr. Bodemann’s communication 
explains itself and requires no comment, save for the testimony, 
which we gladly give, of our complete confidence in the jus- 
tice of his position: 

“To the Editor of the Chicago Record-Herald: 


“Dear Sir: The Herald of November 20, 1903, had a long 
article on L. T. Hoy, and among other things claimed that L. 
T. Hoy had charged up to the State 25 cents for personal laun- 
dry. The Herald of November 22, 1903, had another blast on 
the Board of Pharmacy in general and me in particular, stating 
that two meetings of December 19 and 29, each of which lasted 
less than four hours, cost the State $325.30. The Herald also 
asserted that I owed my appointment on the board to T. N. 
Jamieson, and further that I drew $400 from the postoffice for 
rent of space, and drew a salary from the Government of $900 
as drug inspector of the Indian Warehouse, which latter posi- 
tion I also owed to T. N. Jamieson. 

“On Monday, November 23, 1908, I called on Mr. Noyes, of 
the Herald, in company with Mr. Avery, president of the Chi- 
cago Retail Druggists’ Association. We explained by the rec- 
ords of the Illinois Pharmaceutical Association that in com- 
pliance with the Pharmacy Law, the registered pharmacists of 
Illinois had to vote on 25 names, the three receiving the 
highest vote to be recommended to the Governor for appoint- 
ment on the board, and that in this way my name had been sent 
to Governor Tanner, the other two names sent to the Governor 
having withdrawn and asked the Governor to appoint me, I was 
appointed as the unanimous choice of the Illinois pharmacists. 

“T also assured Mr. Noyes, of the Herald, that Mr. Jamieson 
did not know of my position as Drug Inspector for the Indian 
Department until I occupied that position three years; in fact, 
that Mr. Jamieson knew nothing that such a position existed 
and had absolutely nothing to do with my appointment. I also 
assured Mr. Noyes that I had no space in my store rented to 
the postoffice, that I did not receive $400 for such rent nor 
$900 as Inspector of Drugs. The statements made in the Her- 
ald were absolutely untrue in general and in particular and I 
requested Mr. Noyes, and Mr. Avery seconded my request, to 
correct these statements, as such statements were bound to dis- 
credit the State Board of Pharmacy, and assured Mr. Noyes that 
the board had the unqualified support and approval of the city. 
State and national associations of pharmacists; and that the 
board could not do good work unless it enjoyed such support, 
etc. We explained to Mr. Noyes that we were engaged in a 
bitter fight against various violators of the Pharmacy Law, 
especially for selling cocaine, and that some of these violators 
and their defendants had done their level best to throw mud 
at the board and attempted to make political capital out of such 
slanders and wrongful attacks. Mr. Noyes could have readily 
ascertained whether vr not what Mr. Avery and I told him was 
the truth; ten days have gone by and he has not seen fit to cor- 
rect his untrue statements. I desire to give his statement to the 
press. Let the public decide whether I am justified in resent- 
ing these attacks. The vouchers for payments to the members 
of the: board and to Mr. Hoy are public property and can be 
seen at Springfield. A committee from the Illinois pharmacists 
goes every year to Springfield and audits the accounts. It isa 
very easy matter for the Herald to find out that the statements 
made on November 20 and 22 are untrue, and if the Heral? 
wanted to find out the truth and publish it, it could do so. What 
is the animus? The public is certainly not well served by giv- 
ing publicity to something that is untrue. The attack, as can 
be read between the lines, comes from one of the defendants for 
one man, whom it was the board’s duty to prosecute. This de- 
fendant, it is evident, has only one line of defense—namely, 
throwing mud at me and through me at my friend Jamieson, a 
man with whom I enjoyed the most intimate friendship long be- 
fore he figured in politics, continued on closest intimate terms 
in spite of political differences, and hope to continue so until 
the end. The aforesaid defendant mentioned does not enjoy 
the same terms of friendship with Jamieson. This defendant 
wanted me to bring about a reconciliation with Jamieson, but 
Jamieson flatly refused to have anything to do with this man. 
Hence this mud. I ask you to give this statement publicity over 
my signature. “ Yours, 

“W. BopEMANN.” 
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Obituary. 


HENRY M. WHITNEY. 


Henry Martin Whitney, a former president of the American 
Pharmaceutical Association and one of the oldest druggists 
of Lawrence, Mass., died De- 
cember 2, at North Andover, 
of a complication of diseases, 
in the seventy-fifth year of 
his age. Mr. Whitney’s con- 
nection with pharmacy be- 
gan at an early age, and he 
took an active interest in all 
matters pertaining to the ad- 
vancement of the craft, his 
membership in the American 
Pharmaceutical Association 
dating from 1859. He was 
for many years president of 
the Massachusetts State 
Board of Pharmacy, and 
served at a time when the 
board was the object of many 
bitter attacks. He possessed 
great executive ability, and 
was a man of strong individ- 
uality of character, which enabled him to do commendable 
service in arranging the many details of the board’s work. Be- 
sides his other connections he was prominent in the affairs of 








the Massachusetts State Pharmaceuticai Association and the ~ 


Boston Druggists’ Association. 
BARNARD S. PROCTOR. 


Barnard Simpson Proctor, of Westbury-on-Trym, Gloucester- 
shire, England, died’ September 22, in the seventy-fourth year 
of his age. Mr. Proctor was one of the founders of the British 
Pharmaceutical Conference, and had been a member of the 
Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain since 1857. He was 
particularly well versed in the art of galenical pharmacy, and 
devised numerous original methods of pharmaceutical testing, 
his “ Manual of Pharmaceutical Testing,” of which a second edi- 
tion was published in 1899, being a practical handbook for 
druggists; while he was also widely known as the author of 
“Lectures on Pharmacy.” In 1894 he published a paper on 
rhubarb, which attracted considerable attention. It recorded 
experiments which covered a period of 26 years. His other con- 
tributions to the literature of pharmacy are extensive and gen- 
erally marked by their practical character. 


CHARLES H. TROESTER. 


Charles H. Troester, one of the best know druggists in the 
Williamsburg district of Brooklyn, and a prominent member 
vf both the Kings County Pharmaceutical Society and the Ger- 
man Apothecaries Society, died on November 20, in St. Cath- 
erine’s Hospital, of injuries received in a fall from a Four- 
teenth street crosstown car. Mr. Troester was born in Hesse- 
Darmstadt, Germany, January 16, 1839, and when three years 
old was brought to this country by his parents, who settled in 
Albany. He had been in business at the corner of North 
Eighth street and Wythe avenue for 32 years. He married Miss 
Amelia Nicot, the daughter of Louis E. Nicot, who was a prom- 
inent pharmacist in his day, especially active in National 
Formulary work, having been one of the compilers of the old 
New York and Brooklyn Formulary, the predecessor of the 
National Formulary. She died several years ago. Mr. Troester 
is survived by his son, Louis, and one daughter, Mrs. Matthew 
McFetridge. 

WILLIAM J. FRISBEE. 


William J. Frisbee died at his home in Bushnell, Ill, on 
Saturday, September 26, at the age of 67 years. He was a 
pharmacist who succeeded in gaining the esteem and regard 
of the community in which he lived, and many marks of re- 
spect were paid on the day of the funeral. The public schools 
were dismissed, and every shop, factory and place of business 
was closed as a tribute of respect for the dead man. It was 
one of the largest funerals ever held in Bushnell. Besides his 
widow he is survived by his only son, W. J. Frisbee, whose 
name will be recalled as that of an occasional contributor to 
the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 

JOHN DWIGHT. 

John Dwight, pioneer manufacturer of sodium bicarbonate 
in this country, died at his residence, 31 Mount Morris Park, 
West, New York, on Wednesday, November 25, aged 84 years. 
Mr. Dwight was born in South Hadley, Mass. He came to New 


York in 1846 in company with his brother-in-law, Dr. Austin 
Church, and they together began the manufacture of sodium 
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bicarbonate, under the firm name of John Dwight & Co. In 
1896 this firm was merged in the corporation of Church & 
Dwight Company, of which Mr. Dwight was president at the 
time of his death. 

J. T. FARR. 


John Thomas Farr died at his residence in Philadelphia, 
on December 7. He was a native of England, and came to this 
country in 1842. He entered the employ of Farr, Powers & 
Weightman, taking charge of the manufacture of their quinine 
department. In 1861 he opened a pharmacy in Frankford 
avenue, where he continued until he retired in 1887. Mr. Farr 
took an active interest in politics; during the war he acted as 
clerk to the Provost Marshal’s recruiting station in Frank- 
ford. He also served eight years as Poor Director, and was a 
member of the Legislature in 1879-1880. While a member of the 
Legislature he was mainly instrumental in having a bill passed 
providing for the registry of pharmacists. Mr. Farr was a 
member for 42 years of St. Mark’s Protestant Episcopal Church. 
He also took an active interest in the Odd Fellows, Knights of 
Pythias and Foresters. He is survived by four sons and two 
daughters. 

DR. CYRUS EDSON. 

Dr. Cyrus Edson, formerly president of the old New York 
Board of Pharmacy, died on December 2, from pneumonia, at 
the age of 46. Born in Albany, he was educated first at a mili- 
tary school at 'Throgg’s Neck, and afterward at Columbia Col- 
lege. He graduated from the College of Physicians and Sur- 
gecns in 1881. During his career he held several important 
public positions, including that of president of the old New 
York County Board of Pharmacy, of which he was the incum- 
bent in 1893. He was interested in the manufacture of sev- 
eral proprietary medicines, and was the president and a di- 
rector of the New York Pharmacal Company and vice-president 
and director of the Rapid Safety Filter Company. He was mar- 
ried twice, first to Virginia Churchill Page, who died in 1899, 
and later to Mary E. Quick, who survives him. 


THOMAS P. LANGDON. 

Thomas P. Langdon, 59 years old, a well-known resident of 
Baltimore, and formerly a member of the wholesale drug firm 
of Gilpin, Langdon & Co., Incorporated, died at his home on 
November 23. Mr. Langdon retired from business two years 
ago. He was born in Charles Town, W. Va. He settled in Bal- 
timore in 1864, and entered the drug firm of Canby, Gilpin & 
Co., the predecessor of Gilpin, Langdon & Co., which latter 
name the firm took in 1866. He is survived by a widow, who 
was Miss Drusilla Carter, of Louisville, Ky. 


Died. 


Dwicut.—In New York, N. Y., on Wednesday, November 25, 
John Dwight, in the eighty-fifth year of his age. 

Emprty.—In Philadelphia, Pa., on Wednesday, November 25, 
Nathan Empey, in the eighty-first year of his age. 

HoweEtu.—In Brooklyn, N. ., on Monday, November 232, Eu- 
gene G. Howell, in the thirty-seventh year of his age. 

Kenntpy.—In New York, N. Y., on Saturday, November 28, 
Patrick Kennedy. 

Lanepon.—In Baltimore, Md., on Monday, November 23, 
Thomas P. Langdon, of the firm of Gilpin & Langdon, in the 
sixtieth year of his age. 

McBrive.—In Carrollton, Miss., on Monday, November, 16, 
W. S. McBride, proprietor of the »1cBride Drug Company. 

MEEK.—In Gunnison, Miss., on Sunday, November 22, D. W. 
Meek. 

Mervy.—In San Diego, on Tuesday, November 17, Dr. Al- 
phonse J. Mervy, of San Francisco, in the fifty-seventh year of 
his age. 

ScHAFFrerR.—In Philadelphia, Pa., on Monday, November 23, 
Dr. Charles Schaffer, in the sixty-sixth year of age. 

Senior.—In New Castle, Ky., on Monday, November 16, 
Frank Senior. 

Suort.—In Brooklyn, N. Y., on Sunday, November 22, Wil- 
liam H. Short, in the sixtieth year of his age. 

Stanter.—In Norristown, Pa., on Tuesday, November 17, 
Eugene Stahler, in the forty-eighth year of his age. 

Trorster.—In Brooklyn, N. Y., on Friday, November 20, Dr. 
Charles A. Troester, in the sixty-fifth year of his age. 

Wuatery.—In Utica, N. Y., on Wednesday, November 18, 
Christopher Whaley, of Rome, in the eighty-fourth year of his 
age. 

WITZIGREUTER.—-In Fort Wayne, Ind., on Thursday, Novem- 
ber 26, Maximilian Joseph Witzigreuter, in the sixty-eighth year 
of his age. 
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“Do You Do Your Own Dispensing ?” 


R. L. Polk & Co., of Detroit, Mich., in asking physicians for 
particulars of their address, date and place of graduation, etc., 
for publication in Polk’s Directory of Physicians, put one sig- 
nificant question which will interest druggists. It is, Do you 
do your own dispensing? 





Rouwre-Bertrand Fils’s Latest Bulletin. 


Scientific and Industrial Bulletin, No. 8, of Roure-Bertrand 
Fils, Grasse, France, has just been issued. While this issue 
covers many subjects of more than usual interest to perfum- 
ers, some observations in Part 2, Industrial Review, will at- 
tract special attention. The fact that in no case has an arti- 
ficial product displaced a natural product in perfumery, but 
rather that the introduction of synthetics has greatly stimu- 
lated and materially increased the demand for pure floral prod- 
ucts seems worthy of the most thoughtful consideration. 





A Woman Heads the List in Arkansas. 


At the recent examination of applicants for registration 
held by the Arkansas Board of Pharmacy, the highest aver- 
age was made by Miss Mattie Crenshaw, of Dermott. The 
others who were registered at the same time were J. J. Young, 
Okalona; Bishop Brooks, Hope; John R. May, Atkins; Charles 
Bieherman, J. E. Sears, L. Wood, and W. H. Lushy, Hot 
Springs; C. H. Yunker, Charleston; G. S. Anderson, Magazine ; 
Arthur North, A. H. Meier, Bentonville; Martin Brown, Spring- 
dale, and George Leming, Danville. 





RECENT DRUG INCORPORATIONS. 


Certificates of incorporation have been filed during the past 
month of the following new concerns: 

The Alpers Pharmacy, New York. Incorporators—William 
Cc. Alpers, J. A. Miner, Lillian H. Andrews, all of New York; 
capital, $20,000; object, to deal in drugs. 

American Vitalizer Company, New York. Incorporators—-- 
W. B. Wolff, H. D. [Harry De Vere] Robbins, of New York, and 
C. N. Greig, of New Rochelle; capital, $100,000; object, to deal 
in drugs. 

Burrows-Taylor Pharmacal Company, New York.  Incor- 
porators—W. KE. Burrows, J. A. Pierce and Arthur Falk, of 
New York; capital, $50,000; object, to deal in drugs. 

Hampton Medical Company, New York. Incorporators— 
Charles Brophy, South Hampton; M. K. McGonigal and Law- 
rence Divizio ; capital, $5,000. 

Jones Drug Company, Syracuse, N. Y. Incorporators— 
Charles A. Shults, Bath. N. Y.; Charles W. Snow, Nelson P. 
Snow, Syracuse, N. Y.; capital, $9,000; object, to deal in drugs, 
ete. 

The Lyon Drug Company, Buffalo, N. Y. Incorporators—G. 
C. Lyon, Providence, R. I.; W. C. Bolton, Brooklyn, N. Y.; C. 
J. Janes, Boston, Mass.; capital, $44,000. 

The Nu-to-Na Remedy Company, Binghamton, N. Y.  In- 
corporators—J. W. Coleman, W. D. Redington, L. D. Turk, 
Bingbamton; capital, $50,000; object, to deal in drugs 

Organic Chemical Company, New York. Incorporators—W. 
BE. Crampton, John Robertson, New York; W. M. Miner, Plain- 
field, N. J.; capital, $3,000; object, to deal in drugs. 

The Pinadol Company, New York. Incorporators—Charles 
Canfield, Boonton, N. J.; Barclay Dunham and A. B. Trigge, 
Brooklyn; capital, $1,000; object, to manufacture medicines. 

St. Luke Remedies Company, New York. Incorporators— 
A. V. M. Sprague, Mary C. Sprague and D. Sprague, of New 
York ; capital, $25,000; object, to manufacture medicines. 

Union Square Pharmacy, New York. Incorporators—G. B. 
Abbott, W. H. Lyon, T. Townsend, New York; capital, $5,000. 

George H. White Incorporated Company, Jersey City. N. J. 
Incorporators—-George H. White, Frederick G. White, George 
Cc. Tennant, Jersey City; capital, $50,000; object, to acquire or 
establish wholesale and retail drug stores. 

Wright Chemical Mfg. Company, New York. Incorporators 
—Charles Wright, New York; William A. Corcoran, Jersey 
City ; capital, $5,000; object, chemists. 

York Chemical Company, Cranford, N. J. Incorporators— 
George S. Clay, Plainfield; Roswell A. Benedict, Cranford, and 
George J. O'Neill, Newark; capital, $300,000; objects, to en- 
gage in the purchase, sale, manufacture, compounding and 
preparation of medicines and chemical preparations, the buy- 
ing and selling of drugs and druggists’ supplies, and the mann- 
facture and sale of medicinal preparations of all kinds. 
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W. H. Robeson, of Euler & Robeson, returned recently from 
an extended business trip. 


Howard McKesson Kirkland, of McKesson & Robbins, bas 
been enjoying a brief hunting trip to Biltmore, N. C. 


Thomas P. Cook, of the New York Quinine & Chemical 
Works, has returned froin a tour of the Southwest. 


W. A. Munn, of St. Johns, Newfoundland, a well-known re- 
finer of codliver oil, was in New York for a short time recently. 


Jordan W. Lambert. of the Lambert Pharmacal Company, 
St. Louis, called on friends in the local drug trade last week. 


Rumor is current in the drug trade that a new wholesale 
drug house is about to be established in Chicago, but no definite 
details or confirmation of the report could be obtained. 


Alfred Nathan, of L. D. Nathan & Co.. Auckland, New Zea- 
land, gum brokers, stopped in this city recently on his way to 
San Francisco, whence he will sail for Auckland. 


Charles N. Leigh, who formerly conducted the Park Avenue 
Ifotel Pharmacy, at Thirty-third street and Park avenue, has 
opened a new establish:nent at Thirty-second street and Madi- 
son avenue. 


J. 8S. KNinnan, treasurer of Walding, Kinnan & Marvin Com- 
pany, of Toledo, was in New York recently on his way home 
from a European trip. He was met here by his brother, C. B. 
Kinnan. 


I. P. Hinkston, who covers the western end of the State for 
Bruen, Ritchey & Co., will spend the Christmas holidays in New 
York City. Mr. Hinkston’s trade prospers and his many friends 
always welcome his coming. 


Harry J. Skillman, manager of the advertising department 
of Parke, Davis & Co., spent a couple of weeks in this city, put- 
ting in an appearance at the Drug Club, where he is very popu- 
lar, every day. 

A good opening for a young graduated pharmacist is adver- 
tised in the “ Wants” column on another page. A qualified 
youth would find this a splendid opportunity to make a perma- 
nent connection. An early application should be made. 


Flaring headlines in one of the local journals—‘* John M. 
Peters Shot ’—startled the drug trade the other day. Friends 
of the John M. who is well known to the trade thought at first 
that he had been the victim. They say it was a mistake, 
though, for they found he was only half shot. 


I. N. Dallin, proprietor of the pharmacy at 108th street and 
Amsterdam avenue, Manhattan, is receiving the congratula- 
tions of numerous friends over his marriage to Miss Powers, of 
Brooklyn, which took place November 15. The happy pair re- 
turned last week from a honeymoon spent in the South. 

* 


Arthur 8. Stallman and wife have returned from an exten- 
sive wedding trip through the West and Southwest. Mr. Stall- 
man is a member of the Stallman & Fulton Company. The 
bride was formerly Miss Rose Ungerer, daughter of W. M. 
Ungerer, of the firm of Ungerer & Co. 


The Foreign Trade Association—recently incorporated un- 
der the laws of this State—is making efforts to secure from 


railroads a reduction in freight rates on export goods. The 
association believes that the reduction on steel to the exclu- 
sion of other manufactured products for export is an unjust 
and unwarranted discrimination. 


” 


An advertisement in our “ Wants ” column calls for informa- 
tion regarding the whereabouts of friends or relatives of Frank 
Gaudin, who was a druggist and a resident of New York City 
in 1864. Any person who can supply this information is ad- 
vised to communicate with W. M. Hoes, the Public Administra- 
tor of New York County, at 119 Nassau street, New York. 


The incorporation of the American Vitalizer Company, of 
New York is noted in another column, Lest some in the 
trade might be confused, it may be well to state that the ful' 
name of the incorporator, ‘ H. D. Robbins,” is Harry De Vere 
Robbins, and he has no connection with any New York drug 
house. 


Judgment of $15,267 has been recorded against Tarrant & 
Co. in favor of Arthur Johns. The judgment, which is a “ de 
ficiency judgment,” grew out of the foreclosure sale of the 
property at the northwest corner of Warren and Greenwich 
streets, the site of the old Tarrant building that was wrecked 
some time ago by a disastrous fire. 
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Members and guests of the Drug Trade Club will witness 
the fire works incident to the opening of the new Williamsburg 
Bridge on December 19, from the club windows. Those present 
will have an opportunity to view the recent additions to the 
ciub’s fine collection of paintings. 


A new pharmacy was opened last week at the corner of 
Kingston avenue and Dean street, Brooklyn, by a conceru 
named the Fred. B. Losee Drug Company. Although this part 
of the so-called Bedford section of Brooklyn already possesses 
two well equipped and prosperous pharmacies, those namely 
of J. L. House, at 120 Kingston avenue and 178 Albany avenue, 
respectively, it is believed that the newcomers will meet with 
a favorably reception, and even stimulate business on the prin- 
ciple that “ competition is the life of trade.” 


Only routine business was transacted at the last meeting of 
the Kings County Pharmaceutical Society, and no action was 
taken on the proposition to join in the movement of establishing 
a co-operative fire insurance company for druggists. Adrian 
Paradis, chairman of the committee appointed to investigate 
the matter, reported progress. Conferences had been held, he 
said, but no agreement had been reached. Charles J. Stark, 
Jr., was elected a member of the society, and the deaths of C. 
H. Troester and W. A. Shaw were reported. 


The Manufacturing Perfumers’ Association of the United 
States has abandoned the plan of having a joint exhibit at the 
World’s Fair. Henry Dalley, chairman of the associjation’s 
Executive Committee, sent out letters to members asking their 
views on the proposition. Many replies favored the idea, but 
not enough firms agreed to join in the undertaking to make it 
a success and to defray the heavy expense, so the scheme fell 
through. Several independent exhibits, however, will, of course, 
be made. 


The druggists’ bowling season is now at its hight. On No- 
vember 28 the contests in the Wholesale Drug Trade Bowling 
Association series were between the Sharp & Dohme and Sea- 
bury & Johnson teams and those of Parke, Davis & Co. and 
the Roessler & Hasslacher Chemical Company. In the first 
series the three games were won by the Seabury & Johnson 
team, and in the second series two games were won by the 
Parke, Davis & Co. team. Individual honors were carried off 
by George Doerr, of Sharp & Dohme and Mat. Judge, of the 
Seabury & Johnson team, their scores being 208 and 198, re- 
spectively. 


At the annual meeting of the German Apothecaries’ Society, 
which was held on December 3, Sidney Faber declined re-elec- 
tion, and George Hoffman, of Hoboken, was elected to succeed 
him as corresponding secretary. The other officers elected were : 
Henry Imhof, president; Oscar Goldman, first vice-president ; 
Max Schneider, second vice-president; Felix Herreman, treas- 
urer; Dr. Karl F. Kleppert, recording secretary; George 
Leinecher, historian; George Stolzenburg, librarian, and Carl 
Schur, Carl Kessler and Car] Schleussner, members of the Board 
of Tustees. The affairs of the association are in a flourishing 
condition, both financially and as regards membership. 


The election of officers of the New York State Board of 
Pharmacy will take place at the annual meeting of the board 
in Albany on January 5. Vice-President Willis G. Gregory, of 
Buffalo, is spoken of as the most likely choice of the board for 
the office of president, and, as there seems to be no opposi- 
tion, at least none has been heard as yet, it is probable that he 
will be elected. A member of the board said the other day that 
the usual custom of electing a vice-president to the office of 
president would most likely be followed; besides, he said, it 
was no more than proper that the office of president should 
next year be filled by a member of the western branch of the 
board. 


An undertaking which deserves and will no doubt receive 
consideration from drug importers is the project to form an 
Importers’ National Association to protect the commercial 
rights and interests of all importers. The movement has been 
under way for several months, and is now assuming definite 
shape. Over 100 prominent importing firms of this city 
have already signified their intention of joining the proposed 
organization. Warner Sherwood, formerly an assistant ap- 
praiser in charge of the Third Division at the Public Stores, 
is the prime mover in the enterprise. It is rumored that Mr. 
Sharretts, a member of the Board of United States General 
Appraisers, may resign that position to be at the head of the 
Importers’ National Association, if the project receives snffi- 
cient support from the importing community. 


Albert Plaut, of Lehn & Fink, and Philip 8. Tilden, of the 
Franklin H. Kalbfleisch Company, are members of the Special 
Committee of the Board of Trade and Transportation, who are 
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waging an active campaign against the passage of the Dryden 
bill, now pending in Congress. The bill seeks to exclude any in- 
surance company, either life, fire or marine, as well as fre- 
ternal organizations which operate an insurance department, 
from the use of the United States mails if such companies do 
not hold a certificate from the State Insurance Department in 
the State or sections where they do business. Druggists and 
others claim that the passage of such a law would not only 
work great injustice and hardship on reputable insurance con- 
cerns, but would also curtail the insurance of merchants, be- 
cause it would drive out of the field many insurance concerns. 
which do not hold such certificates. 


Among the recent visitors to the drug trade were William 
Lawton and John Considine, of C. H. & H. A. Lawton Com- 
pany, New Bedford, Mass.; W. D. Olney, of Middletown, N. 
Y.; A. M. Knowlson, of Troy; Luin B. Switzer, of Southport, 
Conn.; H. B. Gilpin, of Gilpin & Langdon; Messrs. Bower, of 
the Liquid Carbonic Gas Company; F. B. Palmer, of Spring 
Valley; G. W. Jaques, of South Amboy; N. McDonald, Lake- 
wood; Mr. Wood, of Thompson & Wood, Bradford, Pa.; Mr. 
Howd, of Hyer & Howd, Wellsboro, Pa.; Mr. May, of the May 
Drug Company, Pittsburgh; Joseph M. Hollander, of Braddock, 
Pa.; Henry Thornton, manager of the Boston branch of Parke,. 
Davis & Co.; John Moon, of New London, Conn.; C. J. Loder,. 
Philadelphia; W. H. Rogers, of McMonagle & Rogers, Middle- 
town; Charles E. Dodd, Albany ; H. M. Shilstone, New Orleans,. 
and J. F. Williamson, Chicago. 


The State Board of Pharmacy won its case against the cor-- 
poration known as Goldwater’s Drug Stores, in the Second Dis- 
trict Court, the Bronx. Action was brought by the board: 
against the firm on the charge of having violated the State- 
Pharmacy law by selling camphorated oil which was not up to 
Pharmacopeial requirements. Lexow, McKellar, Guy & Ellis 
represented the defendants, and H. A. Herold appeared for the- 
board. It was contended on behalf of the defendants that the. 
Pharmacopeia does not mention camphorated oil by name. In 
his decision in favor of the board, Judge Tierney said that 
camphorated oil and camphorated liniment were one and the: 
same thing, that camphorated oil was the common name by 
which it was usually known, but all the ingredients were the: 
saine as those given in the Pharmacopeia for camphorated lini- 
ment. Judgment was rendered for the plaintiff for $25 and 
costs. 


Clayton F. Shoemaker, of Philadelphia, the president of the 
National Wholesale Druggists’ Association, was in New York 
last week, and the fact that his presence here was coincident 
with that of F. E. Holliday, the assistant chairman of the Coii- 
mittee on Proprietary Goods, of the N. W. D. A., gave rise to 
some comment. A conference took place a few days ago among 
a number of interested parties who are endeavoring to bring 
the proprietors of department stores to some understanding as 
regards the cutting of prices on proprietary goods, but it was 
learned that all efforts to bring the department store people 
into accord with the representatives of the different drug as- 
sociations had been abandoned for the present owing to the 
great pressurd of business at the holiday season. Negotiations 
will be resumed, it is said, after the New Year holidays. 


Dr. W. E. Dreyfus, who succeeded the late lamented Dr. 
Charles Rice as chemist of the Department of Public Chari- 
ties, New York, is evidently determined that his name shall 
not be forgotten in the Department, no matter what political 
or other changes may come about. He has recently issued a re- 
vised edition of the Hospital Formulary originally compiled 
by Dr. Rice, and his name appears twice on the outside cover, 
once on the title-page, and again on almost every other page of 
the body of the work, in a manner so wholly out of harmony 
with the traditions of the office he holds as to excite—well, mild 
astonishment. If the volume represented original work on 
the part of Dr. Dreyfus, this peculiar exhibition of taste on 
his part would call for no comment; it might indeed be consid- 
ered justifiable ; but when it is remembered that the bulk of the 
matter was either original with, gathered, arranged or edited 
by Dr. Rice, one cannot help feeling that the editor has laid 
himself open to criticism. 


The eastern branch of the State Board of Pharmacy has 
confined its work of collecting samples and analyzing same 
to see if they were up to standard, to sections of the city other 
than Brooklyn. Recently, however, the inspectors were sent to 
Brooklyn, and collected a large number of samples there. Upon 
being tested a very large percentage proved to be below stand- 
ard, and the result is that some 35 druggists in that borough 
will have to comply with the board’s invitation to contribute 
to State coffers. The trouble was largely with wood alcohol, 
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spirit of camphor, camphorated oil, tincture of iodine, ete. 
Some of Brooklyn’s most prominent pharmacists are included 
in the list of those caught. There are also some of the leading 
druggists in Manhattan from whose stores samples were found 
to be below the standard required by law. In some of these 
cases the fault was evidently the clerk’s; the proprietor, nev- 
ertheless, is held responsible, for the articles were “sold,” and 
the law forbids any proprietor of a drug store or pharmacy 
from “selling” drugs which are not up to the Pharmacopeia 
strength and quality. In the case of a prominent Brooklyn 
pharmacist, the sample was obtained at one of his branch 
stores, and the manager of that branch paid the fine. 





Ducks “Dead for a Ducat.” 


A party composed of Ed. G. Wells, Arthur A. Stilwell, M. 
J. Breitenbach, Martin H. Smith, G. Blampey, J. G. Monihan, 
J. Schlicht, M. Mayer, and Charles C. Forster, comprising the 
New York contingent of the Neverhit Duck Club, started last 
‘Tuesday for the club’s annual shooting excursion at South 
River, Anne Arundel County, Md. They will be gone about 
a week. They were met in Annapolis by other members of the 
club, and thence proceeded to the haunts of the wild duck. The 
party enjoyed a sumptuous game dinner at Caryel Hall, Hils- 
mere, a preserve at South River, owned by Martin H. Smith, 
where the club made its headquarters. Friends of the New 
York members of the party are looking forward to their re- 
turn, but don’t expect they will bring back as many ducks this 
year as last, owing to the higher prices Gemanded for the birds 
this season, though others indignantly repel the insinuation 
that this is to be a bloodless duck hunt, it being represented 
that Ed. Wells has by this time thoroughly mastered the in- 
‘tricacies of the hammerless gun. 





Registered in Pennsylvania. 


At the recent examinations held by the Pennsylvania Board 
of Pharmacy, 349 applicants were examined, of whom only 104 
passed. The examinations were held simultaneously in Phila- 
-delphia and in Pittsburgh, W. L. Cliff, George W. Davis and 
Paul W. Houck examining the 226 applicants who presented 
themselves. One hundred and thirty-three of these applied for 
registration as pharmacists and 93 for registration as qualified 
assistants ; 27 were registered as pharmacists and 45 were reg- 
‘istered as qualified assistants. The Pittsburgh examinations 
were conducted by Louis Emanuel and Charles C. George. Out 
of the 82 applicants for registration as pharmacists 16 were 
successful; and out of the 41 applicants for registration as 
qualified assistants 16 were granted certificates. 

The following is a list of the successful applicants for reg- 
istration as pharmacists: 


T. J. Thoumsin, R. Warshawsky, B. C. Broude, I. M. Auspach, D. G. 
‘Gerson, M. Altschuler, D. E. Kirkle. G. K. Levan, 8S. L. Naly, G. H. 
Lennox, J. H. Cameron, W. T. Ryan, J. W. P. Outerbridge, M. B. Loyer, 
B..8. Lacy, J. J. Widmann, ir., C. D. Smith, L. L. ek H. M. aa 
‘son, of ee: 1 Oa Woodyard. T. B. Rogers, S. J. Mead, E. 
Yiscus, P. J. Naas, of Pittsburg; Edwin M. Weimer, Oscar onthe 
rer, Albert I. Itel, of ted ‘City; George Ansley Beltz, of Derry; 
B. M. 8 Ty Scranton; J. Bennett, Wilkes-Barre ; E. J. Harbach, 
Reading ; L. mgr bicouteaes L. G. Smith, League Island; W. F. 
‘Coleman, tcead Cc. J. Houck, nen ba Ae Ss. Rochefort, Du- 
-quesne; A. D. Carleton, Sharon: E. Owen, Weasuan:; A. G. Leyda, 
lseaver Falls; N. L. Kerr. Everson ; Pp T. Fitzgerald, Wooster ; We. 
Davis, Conemangh, and R. A. Sphar, of Monessen. 


The following list gives the successful applicants for regis- 
tration as qualified assistant pharmacists : 


M. Weisbard, A. J. Knight, S. B. Pte i a. a pam, P. Heller, E. 8. 
‘Keyser, F. M. Garton, F. D, Witner, B. Ker T. _——, Ce. 
Hargreaves, H. F. Plum, H. W. aa Cc. R. PRR sg F. Butler, 
PS Strimpler, H. C. Hehn, E. P. Pr B. F. Bowersox, L. S. ‘“aaen, 

H. Johnson, H. Eisenhardt, J. Armstrong, I. A. Dodds, and i 
fiam Scalella, of Philadelphia; A. 7 Johnson, J. J. Tobin, and M. 
Sweeny, of Shenandoah: C. E Faucett. W. P. Barry, L. J. Curry, F. t 
Blavney, F. W. Smith, E. L. Brinkhoff, H. H. Vanderwott, F. A. Rec- 
tenwald, F. J. Hoffman, of Pittsburg; W. E. Schatzmann, W. M. ag tl 
mett, E. P. King, and P. B. Hundermark, of Allegheny City; 
ga ee Scranton; Ms E. Zerphy. Lancaster; R. Walther, Meadville: 
F. States Andalusia : J. L. Sausser, Schuylkill Haven: A. L. An- 
ba Ashfield; H. . Britton, Reading: H. E. Book, Port Royal; 8. O. 
Dout, jr., Scams | A. J. Smith, Millville; J. P. Krause, Lynville ; 
M. T. Huber, Gettysburg ; W. J. Thornton, Lenni; F. J. Blinzig, Titus- 
ville; C. C. Meff. Camden, a ee Ae Goulden, be a Barre; P 
Wampton. Bridgeport ; J. McKenley, Elwood City; W. . Johnston, 
Butler; J. E. Evans, FMM ny 


The next meeting of the board for the examination of ap 
plicants will be held at the Philadelphia Cullege of Pharmacy, 
145 North Tenth street, Philadelphia, on Saturday, January 16. 
‘This will be the first meeting at which a practical laboratory 
examination will be required by all applicants for registration 
as pharmacists, the board having adopted a resolution to re- 
‘quire a practicable examination hereafter. 
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Business Fair in Buffalo—United Drug Company to Establish a 
Retail Branch—Trouble May Follow—The New Department 
Store to Go Into Drugs. 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Buffalo, December 9.—There is generally plenty of business 
in the Buffalo drug stores, especially in the outlying parts of 
the city, where there are none too many stores and it is too 
far te visit the down town district for everything. For some 
time, though, there has been no especial diversion in the trade. 
and it has been allowed to drift along on the lines laid down 
some time ago. All thought of combination for mutual benefit 
has been laid aside, and beyond the buying companies, which 
seem to be doing well, it is each one for himself, with fair 
results. 


UNITED DRUG COMPANY AFTER A SLICE. 


It is feared that the diversion is coming before long, though. 

There was lately incorporated the Lyon Drug Company, who 
are to do a retail business in the city, andaresaid to have options 
on two down town places in Main street. The company are 
capitalized at $44,000. The directors are George C. Lyon, of 
Providence, R. I.; William C. Bolton, of Brooklyn, N. Y.; 
Edwin D. Cahoon, of New York; Edwin P. Dodge, of Provi- 
dence; Louis K. Liggett, of Newton Center, Mass.; Alfred H. 
Cosden, of New York, and Charles P. Jaynes, of Boston. It is 
understood that this company are the offspring of the United 
Drug Company, of Boston, as many of the directors are share 
owners in it. The name is taken from that of Hall & Lyon, of 
Providence. Rumors find their way to the ears of the Buffalo 
retail druggists that this new company will take up business in 
whirlwind style and cut such a swath that they will soon have 
all the people on their list. It is said that an effort will be made 
to teach the mossbacks how to do business. There may be 
reason for fearing that something of the sort will happen, for 
it is a fact that the Yerxa grocery, when it came from Boston 
20 years ago, did fairly revolutionize the business, though it 
fell into local hands later on. Hence the uneasiness, for the 
new store will at least divide a business that is none too large 
for any one now. 


A DEPARTMENT STORE TO GO INTO DRUGS. 


This is not all. It is learned that the new Hengerer de- 
partment store, to be established next spring on the site of the 
old Tifft Hotel, is to include a very complete drug store, and 
it is also noted that a certain Albany druggist: is now selling 
out with the supposed intention of taking charge of the store. 
So the native druggists of Buffalo have plenty of things to 
think of just now. 


LICENSED BY THE BOARD. 


At the last meeting of the western branch of the State Board 
of Pharmacy the following candidates were granted licenses: 
Pharmacists—Elmer B. Blight, of the Blight Pharmacy, Walden 
avenue, Buffalo; George H. Sprague, at the Riggs Pharmacy, 
Main street, Buffalo; John A. Woodside,-formerly with Dr. 
Gregory in Buffalo, but now at the Simmons Pharmacy, 
Canandaigua; druggists—George F. Babcock, with Harvey & 
Maltby, Cattaraugus; W. L. Carlson, with Dr. Gregory, Buffalo 

There is a number of delinquent cases on the list of the 
branch board for the next meeting. People will still run drug 
stores without permits or without duly licensed clerks, just as 
though there was no law to the contrary. 


WHO WILL BE THE NEXT PRESIDENT? 


It: occurs, as the year comes to a close, that Dr. W. G. 
Gregory, of Buffalo, is the logical candidate for president of 
the Board of Pharmacy next year, as he is the first vice-presi- 
dent. Other members say that his election is sure, but he has 
done nothing about it and does not propose to make any move 
in the line of candidacy, holding that his position is sufficient, as 
the precedent is well understood. 


BUFFALO NEWS NOTES. 


R. R. Baxter, lately connected with Dr. Gregory’s drug store 
in Buffalo, is now with the McDonald drug store at Depew, 
1 iD 


The Buffalo Druggists’ Bowling Club is complaining of light 
attendance at the Friday afternoon competitions. Somehow 
the older members are reporting that they are too busy to give 
up the time. 


Howard Wade has opened a new drug store on Elniwood 
avenue, Buffalo, and will continue the one he has in Niagara 
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street. He has given the management of the new store to H. G. 
Stilwell, who has been connected with the Elite Pharmacy on 
Niagara street. 


As a result of selling liquor during the Pan-American Ex- 
position without license, Walker & Anthony, Buffalo druggists. 
have been fined $500 by the State excise authorities. A number 
of other cases were brought with this one, some of which have 
been settled. 


A very athletic burglar entered the drug store of Stoddart 
Bros. on Seneca street, Buffalo, on the night of the 6th, by 
climbing through a transom. A policeman found him inside 
and tried to capture him, but he seized a hammer, smashed a 
plate of glass in the cashier’s department, knocked the policeman 
down and escaped. He had not had time to steal anything. 





MASSACHUSETTS. 


Boston Druggists Dine and Talk Shop and Other Things—A 
Druggist for School Committeeman—The T. Metcalf Company 
Open Their New Store—The Handsome and Commodious 
Establishment Described. 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Boston, December 9.—The November meeting of the Boston 
Druggists’ Association was held at Young's Hotel on the 24th 
inst. President Richardson occupied the chair, and the din- 
ner was followed by a “ Smoke Talk.” The business affairs of 
the association were discussed at length, during which the in- 
vesting of $3,000 as a trust fund was considered. Joel. 8. 
Orne then read a paper, which gave an account of his appren- 
tice days. A communication was read from S. A. D. Sheppard, 
Ph.G., who is now in Pinehurst, N. C., on account of impaired 
health. The association immediately sent Mr. Sheppard an 
expression of regret over his illness and absence, bespeaking 
his early recovery. Henry Thornton and Charles E. Harring- 
ton were elected to membership, and applications were re- 
ceived from Edward M. Almeida, of the Eastern Drug Com- 
pany; William C. Maginnis, of Parke, Davis & Co.; Thomas 
H. Shea, of Minard’s Liniment; Edward C. Wilson, of B. O. & 
G. C. Wilson, and Ralph P. Hoagland. 


A DRUGGIST AS A CANDIDATE. 


Frank F. Ernst, Ph.G., who was recently nominated by the 
Democrats for the School Committee, was graduated from 
the M. C. P., in the class of 1890. He is a native of Daven- 
port, Iowa, having been born in 1869. Boston has been his 
home since he was ten years old. He has been in the drug 
business for 19 years. He is at present proprietor of three 
Jamaica Plain drug stores. He is a member of the A. Ph. A., 
of the M. S. P. A., and is a Mason. An East Boston druggist 
is also a candidate for the School Committee. This is James 
J. MeVey, of McVey Bros., 336 Sumner street. He is the can- 
didate of the Socialist party. Mr. McVey has been previously 
honored by nominations from his party. The convention which 
nominated Mr. McVey was presided over by Frederick S. 
Schmidt, Ph.G., M.D., Instructor in General Chemistry, M. C. P. 


PUSHING THE PHENACETIN CAMPAIGN. 


The State Board of Health is continuing the phenacetin 
campaign, and very recently Leslie Frye, who has a place of 
business on Portland street, and Stanley Donahue were charged 
with selling the drug adulterated. Frye answered the su'n- 
mons, but Donahue did not; when the case came to trial Frve 
was fined $200; he appealed. A number of retailers were in 
court to act as Government witnesses. The board states that 
the adulterant in the various fictitious specimens was ace- 
tanilid. By the last monthly report of the board 42 saim- 
ples of drugs out of 101 were found to vary from the legal 
standard. The samples adulterated were wether, aqua ammonia 
fort, aqua destillata, alcohol, capsicum, ferri et quinine, gly- 
cerinum, oleum limonis, opii pulvis, phenacetine, sodii boras, 
sulphur lotum, sulphur precipitatum, syrupus and tinctura 
iodi. 

THE T. METCALF COMPANY OPEN THEIR NEW STORE. 


The members of the T. Metcalf Company were kept busy 
last Monday receiving their friends at the new store. erected 
on the old location, 39 Tremont street. President Davidson 
and his able lieutenants were recipients of many. congratula- 
tions, which they richly deserved. It was the opening day. 
preparations for which had been going on for months. The 


ne® establishinent is replete with modern conveniences. The 
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floor is laid in white mosaic, broken at intervals by a red cross, 
while the entire borcer is of the same design. The floor and 
shelf cases are of mahogany. On the left is the soda fountain, 
while on the right is a large case for perfumery and toilet 
articles. These occupy nearly one-half the length of the store. 
and beyond, on the right, is the 40-foot prescription counter, 
and on the left desks for book-keepers and accountants. In- 
closed wall shelves extend from floor to ceiling for the varied 
articles, the upper half of which is reached from a gallery ex- 
tending around the store. In the rear this is somewhat wider 
than on the sides, and contains a vault. 

Several iarge cases occupy floor space between the side 
counters, and in the rear of these are two large mahogany 
settees. Beneath the counters and back of the prescription de- 
partment are drawers for drugs in bottles and boxes. The ex- 
treme rear counter is for the wholesale department, and back 
of it are the stacks for chemicals and drugs. 

The rear room contains more space than the front, and here, 
in an inclosed space are lockers for the employees, and over it 
on the mezzanine floor is the analytical laboratory. In the 
main room are four more stacks with 75 sections to a stack, 
which are used for storing drugs and pharmaceuticals. The 
floor space is also utilized for storage. Two laboratories are 
in the basement; the rear portion being used for manufactur- 
ing and the front devision for bottling, labeling, etc. The 
lighting of the store requires about 100 incandescent lights, 
50 of which depend from the ceiling in clusters of five, while 
the remaining 50 are arranged around the gallery, giving the 
store a brilliant appearance. 


TALKED ABOUT. 


The store of J. S. Bonney, Ph.G., of Lowell. 
tered by burglars on the morning of December 1. 
drawer was demolished and $5 stolen. 


was en- 
The money 


At a recent meeting of the Woman’s Club of the M. C. P., 
the following officers were elected: President, Bertha Pink- 
ham; vice-president, Agnes Wilbur; secretary, Helen Hoar, and 
treasurer, Alice A. Godfrey. 


Jaynes & Co. have purchased the C. E. Woodward store,129 
Sumner street, and after the holidays will make extensive al- 
terations. E. S. Kelley, Ph.G., formerly of Kelley & Durkee, 
will have charge of the prescription department. 


Walter R. Ash, of last year’s senior class, recently passed 
through this city on his way to Palm Beach, Fla., where he is 
to be employed by Doe & Gonya for about four months. Dur- 
ing the balance of the year Mr. Ash is at the Bar Harbor, 
Maine, store of this same firm. 


A handsome gold chain with charm was recently presented 
to President James J. McVey, of the Drug Clerks’ Union, who 
is to retire from that office after serving several terms, in 
token of the members’ appreciation of his services in building 
up the union. 


The many friends of S. A. D. Sheppard, treasurer of the 
American Pharmaceutical Association and member of the Board 
of Trustees of the Pharmacopeial Convention, will regret to 
learn that he has been sent South by his physician. Mr. 
Sheppard suffered from an attack of neuritis some years ago, 
and the trouble recurred during the summer. His health im- 
proved so much, however, that he was able to attend the Mack- 
inac meeting of the American Pharmaceutical Association, but 
since his return from that meeting his trouble has renewed it- 
self in an aggravated form, and he is now in North Carolina, 
where, from the latest reports, the change of climate has pro- 
duced decidedly favorable results. 





Registered in Massachusetts. 


During November the Massachusetts State Board of Phar- 
macy held three examinations. The successful candidates 
were: John H. Dorsey, Hyd« Park; Clarence H. Holland, Clin- 
ton; Herbert R. Hutchinson, Somerville; Clifford J. Webster, 
Boston; Frederick B. Barham, Cambridge; Joseph E. Boyd, 
Boston; Alex. A. Petit, New Bedford; William H. Curtin, Sa- 
lem; John J. Finegan, Gloucester, and Flynn R. Person, Leo- 
minster. 

The board has just submitted its annual report to the Gov- 
ernor and Council. Comparing past years with present. it 
asseris that there has been a decided improvement in most 
parts of the commonwealth in conducting business according 
to legal requitements. The laws relating to pharmacy were 
well enforced, and‘ there were’ 41 prosecutions resulting in 34 
convictions. Twenty registered druggists died during the year 
and 92 new certificates were granted. 
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PENNSYLVANIA. 
Rumors of Price Cutting—Retailers Appear Blameless—Favorable 


Reports From Baltimore—Suit to be Brought on Miles Plan— 
The Drug Trade Bowlers Get to Work. 








(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Philadelphia, December 10.—Everything is not so harmoni- 
ous as the surface appearance indicates. It is said that a well- 
known wholesale druggist has been accused of selling certain 
proprietary goods below the price agreed upon. While those 
who are in a position to know will not talk about the affair, it 
is rumored that this is the forerunner of a number of other 
exposures which will cause considerable discussion in the drug 
trade. It is saic, however, that there is little, if any, fault 
to be found with the retail druggists who last April put up 
prices. With the exception of one or two instances, the prices 
have been well maintained; so much so that the officials of 
the local association, the P. A. R. D., contemplate making an- 
other advance. It is said that there is to be a meeting of 
the Executive Committee with several large retail dealers 
shortly after the first of the year in regard to increasing the 
schedule of prices that are now in force. If it is possible, the 
new schedule is to go into effect on or about January 15. Next 
year the retail druggists are to be carefully watched. The 
plan which has been adopted in New York is to be tried here, 
and when it is found that a retailer is selling under the agreed 
price he is to be cut off and no goods delivered to him. How 
great the advance will be has not yet been determined, but it 
is understood that it will be at least 10 per cent. 


ORGANIZER KEISER SUCCESSFUL IN BALTIMORE. 


Organizer Keiser, who has been in Baltimore getting the 
retailers in shape, was in this city last week. He was quite 
jubilant over the progress he had made, and he believes that 
it will not be long before all the retail stores in the large 
cities will be bound together by a common tie, and proprietary 
goods as well as all druggist specialties will be sold at a stand- 
ard price. In commenting on the work done in Baltimore, he 
said that all the retail druggists had come into the association 
and adopted a plan by which proprietary prices were increased. 
Baltimore, he said, was one of the worst cities in the country. 
The city was overrun with cutters, but now this has all been 
changed. Out of six big cutters five have agreed to work with 
the other druggists, and it is believed that it will not be long 
before all will be working in harmony. There has already 
been a good increase in prices, and besides getting the drug- 
gists to put up their prices, those who have been using trading 
stamps have agreed to do away with them and to sell goods 
as provided for by the schedule. 


ENFORCING THE DIRECT CONTRACT PLAN. 


One druggist has been caught selling the goods of the Dr. 
Miles Medical Company below the price agreed upon, and suit 
is to be brought to compel this man to live up to his agree- 
ment. It was also learned that a recently opened store was 
doing likewise, but ceased to do so, it having received in- 
formation that a representative of the company was in this 
city. For some weeks past C. M. Pletcher, who represents the 
Dr. Miles Medical Company, has been in this city investigating 
the various drug stores, and he said that he has found only a 
couple of cases where the agreement has not been lived up to. 
‘he Miles Medical Company have adopted the “direct con- 
tract’ system, and for the violation of the, agreement on the 
part of the retail druggist ‘he shall upon proof of such vio- 
lation pay to the said Dr. Miles Medical Company the sum of 
$48, as liquidated damages,” it being impossible to ascertain 
the exact damages sustained by such violation. Suit is to be 
brought against one druggist to secure this sum. 


A CORONER CONDEMNS PROMISCUOUS SALE OF LAUDANUM. 


At the Coroner’s inquest held on Frank Christy on November 
27, who died from the effects of laudanum, Coroner Dugan at 
the hearing said: “ Laudanum can be bought by the gallon at 
any drug store in this city by any person, without the for- 
mality of signing the poison book. ‘The law does not require 
a sale of laudanum to be registered in the druggist’s poison 
book, and if a sufficient quantity was kept to supply the de- 
mands you could sell a gallon to every applicant without any 
precaution. However, for your own safety I should advise you 
to register sales of this kind. It always pays to be on the safe 
side.” This remark was made to Joseph Simon, a drug clerk, 
who sold the poison. 
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THE WHOLESALE DRUG TRADE BOWLING LEAGUE 


is making quite a strike this year. When the season opened 
there was some lukewarmness displayed on the part of some 
of the houses, but now that the season is on in earnest and all 
the teams are playing good games, there is more interest being 
taken than ever before. The J. Elwood Lee Company at pres- 
ent heads the list. This team has not lost a game. The J. & 
J. team has also won all it has played, but it has only taken 
part in half as many as the Lee team. On December 19 
these two teams play together, and already there has been 
considerable money wagered on the result. Both teams are 
playing gilt edge ball, and, if they maintain the same form, it 
will be a battle worth while witnessing. 


PHILADELPHIA ITEMS. 


Rudulph Wirth, of Fougera & Co., paid a flying visit to his 
customers. 

Fred. Fenno, representing Wallace & Co., of New York, was 
in the city last week. 

Mr. Clark, of the Paris Medical Company, has been in the 
city recently securing orders for his house. 

M. W. Bowman has purchased the property adjoining his 
store at 1000 East Chelten avenue, Germantown, which he in- 
tends to aJter and add to his present store. 





Registered in Michigan, 


The Michigan Board of Pharmacy held a meeting at Lans- 
ing on November 3 and 4. There were 61 applicants present 
for examination, 42 applying for registered pharmacist certifi- 
cate and 19 for assistant papers. Twenty-one applicants re- 
ceived registered pharmacist papers and 16 assistant papers. 
Following is a list of those receiving certificates: 

Registered Pharmacists: Ray L. Arnold, Port Huron; R. 
B. Cawthorpe, Alpena; C. E. Chambers, Detroit; H. F. Cla- 
bursch, Sebewanig; H. KE. Cobb, Brooklyn; H. L. French, 
Adrian; G. W. F. Hesse, Saginaw; John G. Hoyt, Bremus; 
William J. Knorr, Munising; Albert G. Knuth, Manistee; M. 
C. Landon, Caro; Harvey Lichtenwalner, Battle Creek; H. H. 
McClintic, Carson City; Earl C. Macy, Durand; Paul J. Miller, 
Lapeer; A. R. Mussell, Clare; F. J. Norton, Rockford; W. Ross 
Turner, Clifford; Isaac W. Ware, Alpena; John H. Weisel, 
Monroe; Arthur Royce, Kalamazoo. 

Assistant Pharmacists: H. M. Arndt, Marion; Claude E. 
Brown, Saranac; Carl I. Campbell, Grand Rapids; Thomas H. 
Cooper, Port Huron; William D. Crandal, Jackson; B. L. Cur- 
tis, Elsie; O. B. Harper, Detroit ; William H. Lanway, Clifford ; 
E. H. Lemire, Charrell; William H. McOmber, Grand Rapids; 
E. S. Miller, Port Huron; George H. Moore, Caro; John A. 
Morrison, Cass City; Charles Shullis, Brooklyn; D. O. Van 
Wyck, Grand Rapids; A. T. Wilson, Imlay City. 

All the members of the board were present at the meeting. 

The next meeting of the board will be held at Detroit on 
January 5 and 6, 1904. Application blanks may be obtained 
from the secretary, John D. Muir, of Grand Rapids, 





Daniel Myers Not Guilty. 


In the New York General Sessions, on December 11, the 
jury in the trial of Daniel Myers, of the Benton-Myer Drug 
Company, Cleveland, formerly president of the delinquent Man- 
hattan Fire Insurance Company, who was charged with the 
larceny of $39,390 from the company, returned a verdict of 
“not guilty.” 





Mr. Warren’s Successor. 


Much interest is being taken in the probable outcome of the 
annual meeting of the Board of Directors of Parke, Davis & Co., 
to be held January 12. At this meeting a general manager will 
be elected to succeed the late W. M. Warren, whose death was 
noted in our last issue. The choice of the board will likely fall 
on a Western man, though several names are under discussion. 





C. Lewis Diehl Retires. 


C. Lewis Diehl, the reporter on the progress of pharmacy 
of the American Pharmaceutical Association, who for 30 years 
has conducted a drug store in Louisville, has decided to retire 
from business and devote bimself to chemical and pharmaceu- 
tical research work. His business has been purchased by the 
Treber Drug Company, the head of which, Fred. W. Treber, 
has been associated with Mr. Diehl for a number of years. 
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OHIO. 





Ohio Valley Druggists’ Association Shows Considerable Activity— 
Measures of Importance Acted Upon—Preparing for the Meet- 
ing of the State Association—Pass List of the Ohio Board. 





(From eur Regular Correspondent.) 

Cincinnati, December 3.—A large and enthusiastic attend- 
ance of members marked the annual meeting of the Ohio Val- 
ley Druggists’ Association, which was held at Odd Fellows’ 
Hall, on Tuesday, November 24. The main features of the 
meeting were the report of the delegation to the N. A. R. D. 
convention in Washington, the election of officers and the 
passing upon measures which when put in operation will be 
of the greatest importance to the retail trade of this State. 
The following officers were elected: President, A. O. Zwick ; 
secretary, Henry Waltermann; treasurer, Louis Holzauer, and 
the following members of the Board of Control: J. F. Kutch- 
bauch, Emil Zorn, J. H. Linneman, Carl Plath, Otto Groenland, 
H. E. Knemoeller and Theo. D. Wetterstroem. The association 
is seemingly in a prosperous condition. 


PREPARING FOR THE STATE MEETING. 


Arrangements are already under way to entertain the visit- 
ing druggists and members of the O. S. P. A. on a grand scale 
at its annual convention in this city next June. A committee, 
composed of the above members of the Board of Control of the 
O. V. D. A. and the following well-known druggists, Alfred 
De Lang, Edward Voss, Julius Greyer and Frank Freericks, 
have the entire matter in charge. A sub-committee will arrange 
for two euchres and dance to be given this winter similar to 
the one given last year by the O. V. D. A., which was so 
heartily enjoyed by every one who attended. 


PASS LIST OF THE OHIO BOARD. 


The following were granted certificates at the November 
meeting of the Ohio State Board of Pharmacy, being the pass 
list of the Columbus examination: 

Registered Pharmacists—Herman F. Rauch, Mansfield ; 
Herbert L. French, Adrian, Mich.; Thomas T. Cusick, Crooks- 
ville; Alonzo L. Loper, Ada; Frank E. Meck, Ada; Tiffin C. 
Rogers, Greenville; Patrick Thomas Fitzgerald, Wooster ; Law- 
rence F. Fischer, Mt. Auburn, Cincinnati; William E. McLean, 
Athens; Carmi 8S. Cunningham, Goshen; Charles E. Bixler, 
Wooster ; Herbert C. McKim, Burlington, Ky.; Samuel M. Wal- 
ter, Bellevue; Frank Bauer, Fred. S. Kotte, Fred. C. Richards, 
Sister M. Raymond Finn, Andrew G. Einspanier and Augustus 
A. Williams, Cincinnati; Perry E. Miner, Steubenville; Ar- 
thur B. Mapes, Evansport; John F. Littleton, Bantam; John 
E. Maley, Lockland; Schuyler E. Lawrence, Toledo; John C. 
Wolfe, Zanesville; A. J. Bucklew, Bryan; Arthur C. Walters, 
Lancaster ; Edgar F. Sheeran, New Lexington ; Ellis E. Mathews, 
La Rue: Frederick J. Cermak, Charl A. Seibel, George A. 
Streich, James Bates and Josiah Jephson, jr., Cleveland; 
John H. Ratje, Carthage; George W. Deitrich, Orrville; Archi- 
bald H. Dickerson, Xenia; John E. Rapp, Portsmouth; Ben- 
jamin L. Kindel and Albert G. Beuersdirfer, Celina; Stanley 
B. Crosson, Columbus. 

Registered Assistant Pharmacists.—Frank Herron, Zanes- 
ville: Flora E. Schmauser, Chillicothe ; Louis W. Sauer, Thomas 
H. Williams, Alfred J. Hodder, Edwin G. Hegeman and Wade 
H. Barnes, Cincinnati; Clifford M. Liggett, Cardington; Clar- 
ence E. Stump, Zanesville; Earl R. Haverfield, B. E. Hurt, Ed. 
O. Rauchfleisch, Sigmond Grossman, Earl D. Coup, Gilbert 
Crawford, Cleveland; Jacob Loertscher, Toledo; Thomas H. 
Dexter, Conneaut; John M. Hageman, Marion; Fred. H. Sim- 
mermon, Felicity; Charles W. Reeg, Portsmouth; Howard H. 
Gillard, Milford; Ira C. Wade, Tiffin; William L. Mason, Scio; 
Allion V. McComb, Montpelier; Edward P. Haines, Elmore. 

The Cincinnati Section of the American Chemical Society 
will be treated to a lecture at its next meeting by Prof. L. T. 
More, of the University, on radium. A cordial welcome is ex- 
tended to all druggists and interested friends to attend this 
meeting, which will be at the University, Wednesday evening, 
December 16, at 8 o’clock. 

The Reakirt Drug Company, formerly the J. & C. Reakirt 
Drug Company, will shortly move to their new quarters, 237 
Main street. The building is four stories high, and will afford 
greater space for their stock of chemicals and drugs. 
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ILLINOIS. 

The Chicago Drug Trade Club to Build—To Create a Drug 
Center—New Officers Elected—The Cocaine War Goes On— 
Druggists Inspect Telephone Tunnel—A New Way of Swin- 
dling Druggists—Shorter Hours by Law, 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Chicago, December 7.—The Chicago Drug Trade Club has 
decided unanimously to take action toward securing a com- 
modious home. Steps were taken at the annual meeting De- 
cember 3, which will probably result in the building of the pro- 
posed structure. The building is to be at Franklin and Wasb- 
ington streets, and will be eight stories high. The real estate 
firm of Walter H. Wilson & Co. have offered to put up the 
structure provided the club will guarantee tenants for ten 
years. The members started in at once to do so, and feel cer- 
tain that they will succeed. It is the intention to make the 
building the center for the wholesale drug and all allied trades. 
It is in the heart of the district, where many of these concerns 
are now located. As it would be greatly to the advantage of 
all concerned to be within easy reach of one another, it is be- 
lieved it will not be difficult to carry out the plan. The en- 
tire eighth floor will be fitted up as the permanent home of the 
Drug Trade Club, and will thus give the organization more 
than four times the space it now occupies. The committee in 
charge of the club’s management consists of BE. D. Kenfield, 
chairman, George P. Englehard, Charles Matthews, Joseph W. 
Morrison and M. L. Barrett. 

The election of officers for the ensuing year took place at 
the annual dinner, and resulted as follows: President, C. P. 
Van Schaack ; first vice-president, E. A. Vosburgh; second vice- 
president, E. D. Kenfield; secretary, Harold Sorby; treasurer, 
B. T. Van Allen. 


MORE COCAINE LAW PROSECUTIONS. 


The cocaine warfare goes on merrily. Sundry attacks on 
the State Board have been made recently, and affairs came to 
a climax last week with the arrest of President Bodemann on 
a warrant sworn out by Joseph Bernauer, of North avenue. 
Bernauer charges Mr. Bodemann with attacking him, but Mr. 
Bodemann says he never saw the man in his life, except in 
Court, when a case was being tried. He charges that Bernauer 
has not registered since 1885. 


VETERAN DRUGGISTS UNDER GROUND. 


The last quarterly meeting of the Veteran Druggists’ As- 
sociation, which took place November 20, was unique even for 
this organization. After the regular meeting and dinner at the 
Union Restaurant the veterans took a trip through the tun- 
nels of the Illinois Telephone Company. The company ex- 
tended the invitation through Commissioner of Public Works 
Blocki, who is a son of J. Blocki, one of the veterans. The 
party which took the trip consisted also of friends and guests 
of the old timers, together with the Executive Board of the C. 
R. D. A. The company have 18 miles of borings 40 feet under 
the streets of Chicago, and the party traveled over about 3 
miles of the tunnels. The party was then taken to the central 
oftice, where there is a novel switchboard which is operated 
without the assistance of “hello” girls. The veterans ex- 
pressed surprise at the magnitude of the new company’s opera- 
tions. The new ’phones, by the way, are proving a success in 
the downtown district, where they have been on trial for two 
months. Any one can call up any number he pleases without 
giving the number to central. 


A NOVEL SWINDLING SCHEME. 


M. U. Masor, who has a store at 785 West Madison street, 
is one of the druggists who have been victimized recently by a 
novel swindling scheme. The operator of this swindle calls up 
a druggist, and gives the name of one of the storekeeper’s best 
customers. He gives an order over the telephone for $2 or $3 
worth of drugs and sundries, and tells the druggist to send a 
messenger to his house with the articles as quick as possible, as 
he cannot wait a minute. As the correct number of the cus- 
tomer is given the druggist is thrown off his guard and sus- 
pects nothing when he is told that a $20 bill is the smallest 
bit of money in the house, and that it will be necessary for the 
messenger to bring the change with him. The druggist wraps 
up the articles in great haste, and sends them by the messenger, 
together with change for $20. At the house the messenger is 
met by a man who rushes out of the door, without his coat and 
hat, and berates him for being so slow. The man grabs the 
bundles, shouts “‘gim’me the change quick,” and rushes into 
the house, to be seen no more. He picks up his coat and hat in 
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CORNELIUS P. VAN SCHAACK, 


The New President of the Chicago Drug Trade Club. 


Cornelius P. Van Schaack has been elected president of the Chi- 
cago Drug Trade Club, and will lend his energy and executive ability 
to the task of building up the Club. Mr. Van Snaack began his train- 
ing for the drug trade early, and at the age of 16 went to Durope to 
study pharmaceutical chemistry. He was registered as a pharmacist 
by examination by the Illinois State Board of Pharmacy, and has a 
h gh a in business circles generally and in the drug trade in 
particular. 





the vestibule and slips out of the back door, sometimes leav- 
ing the packages behind him. It is one of the smoothest swin- 
dles which have been operated recently on Chicago druggists, 
and several have been caught. 


DRUG CLERKS AGITATE FOR SHORTER HOURS. 

An ordinance to regulate the hours of work of drug clerks 
has been introduced into the City Council, and has caused a 
great deal of talk: It has been referred to a committee, and 
the druggists say they feel certain they can defeat it. The 
ordinance contains the following provisions: 


Section 1. As a measure for the protection of the pub- 
lic health it shall be unlawful for any employing druggist 
within the limits of the city of Chicago to require of any 
registered drug clerk a greater number of hours of labor 
than sixty (60) hours in each week. Ten (10) consecu- 
tive hours shall constitute a day’s work. 

Sec. 2. All ordinances and parts of ordinances in con- 
flict with this ordinance are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 8. Any person violating any of the provisions of 
this ordinance shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and shall be punished by a fine of not less than $25 and 
not more than $200, or by imprisonment not exceeding 
ninety days, or by both fine and imprisonment. 


ORGANIZING FOR C. R. D. A. 


Matthew White has begun active work as an organizer for 
the C. R. D. A. Mr. White has been prominent in the affairs 
of Englewood and the Thirty-first Ward for several years, and 
is believed to have the qualities which will bring him success 
in his chosen field. 


CHICAGO NOTES. 


The Stayrt Drug Company, capital $30,000, have been incor- 
porated to do business in Chicago. 

Charles Gleeson, of Fitzsimmons & Gleeson, New York, is 
making the rounds of his Chicago customers. 

Richard Johnson, representing Merck & Co., who comes this 
way once a month, paid us another visit last week. 

William A. Dyche, formerly president of the Illinois State 
Board of Pharmacy, has been elected business manager of 
Northwestern University. 

A. A. Taylor, as receiver, has been put in charge of R. C. 
Frercksen’s store, at 1201 West North avenue. Federal Court 
proceedings were instituted by wholesale houses. 

James B. Bartlett, manager of the Chicago house of Parke, 
Davis & Co., has just returned from a trip to New Orleans, 
Memphis and other Southern cities. 
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Shepard & Andrews, Thirty-third and State streets, have 
been succeeded by Jesse I. Cozine. 

Robert Heller, who was formerly a clerk in Leo Porge’s 
store, has bought J. Roth’s pharmacy, at 361 Blue Island ave- 
nue. 


Otto Pelikan, a druggist at 570 Blue Island avenue, Chicago, 
was gagged and bound to his bed by four thieves November 21. 
The men then went through the place. They took $80, a watch 
and cigars. 


K. B. Cleminson, of Hornick, Hess & Moore, Sioux City, 
Iowa, has been buying goods in Chicago in company with his 
friend, Frank L. E. Gauss, of Searle & Hereth. Both were for- 
merly with Peter Van Schaack & Son. 


WESTERN NEWS NOTES. 
C. M. Griswold has opened a store at Winnetka. 
Abe A. Jackola has opened a new store at Calumet, Mich. 
C. A. Hawkins has secured control of the stock of Wold & 
Co., at Hillsboro, N. D. 


The Waldorf Pharmacy, at Fargo, N. D., has been sold te 
S. H. Brownlee, of Hudson, Wis. 


The stock of the Ellsworth Drug Company, Eldora, Iowa, 
has been sold to Jay M. Wilson. 


Fire, which started in the basement of Carmack’s drug store 
at Plattsburg, Mo., November 22, did damage amounting to 
$100,000. 

There has been much agitation in Iowa and Kansas re- 
cently in regard to illegal sales of liquor by druggists. Five 
Charles City (Iowa) druggists were indicted, and pleaded 
guilty. Each was fined $300 and costs. 





Registered in Illinois. 


At the examination held by the Lllinois State Board of 
Pharmacy in Chicago, November 17-19, the following passed, 
and were granted certificates: 

Registered Pharmacists: C. B. Black, R. F. Bogue, O.'O. Brown- 
mark, J. G. Butler, V. Cwiklinski, E. J. Danek, M. H. Fleishman, T. 
Gessner, W. H. Gladville, Jr., M. Gold, H. B. Honens, L. A. Johnson, A. 
Kogan, F. V. Koepke, J. W. Knight, W Lyon, B Lagona, H. W. Mord- 
hurst, W. MacAllaster, R. R. Rains, J. Reisman, J. X. Rivard, J. A. 
Scott, C. A. Ullman al! of Chicago: A. W. Armstrong, Dwight; B. Bar- 
rett, Fulton; L. E. Conway, Bement; J. A. Decker, Macomb; H. J. 
Eckert, East St. Louis; F. A. Milne, Cairo; A. F. E. Otto, Peoria; W. 
A. Sprinkel, Springfield; C. J. Strate, Rock Island; C. W. Wagner, Mc 
lean, and C. P. Walker, Chicago Heights. 

Assistants: H. W. Anderson, P. D. Atkinson, A. A. Berger, W. E. 
Cody, P. E. Coffee, F. J. Dubsky, S. McF. Farrar, M. M. Gordon, Otto 
Groer, J. D. Halpert. J. T. Holvay, L. G. Jacobs, W. Kuehn, T. L. Lar- 
son, E. A. Lukasek, G. H. Mitchell, E. Michael, W. S. Mollet, S. Morris, 
I. W. Patton, D. J. E. Pyne. G. Sandstrom, C. A. Saniewicz, W. C. 
Schulze, T. I. Scheips, A. F. Stahl, H. Stulik, C. C. Walker, L. G. 
Wehrle, G. E. White, ail of Chicago; C. Dykstra, Downer’s Grove; F 
H. Eberley, Sterling; A. E. Gulick, Champaign; A. BE. Gerhardt, Spring- 
field; A. C. Kassel, Jacksonville; C. F. Koehler, Kankakee; R. C. Metz- 
ger, Cairo; W. H. Smith, Elgin, and T. 8. Wylie, Tampico. 

The next examination will be held in Room 3, State House, 
Springfield, on January 12, 1904, at 9 a.m. The one follow- 
ing at 146 East Thirty-ninth street, Chicago, on February 16, 
1904, at 9 a.m. 

The following instructions to applicants for examination 
were adopted by the board on April 15, 19038: 

“ All applications, affidavits and other documents pertain- 
ing thereto, must be on file in the secretary’s office, Spring- 
field, I1]., at least five days before the examination for which 
application is made. Any such papers received less than five 
days before the date of any given examination will not be con- 
sidered until the next following meeting of the board. 

“If an application is in any way questionable, or if the 
board desires more information, the applicant will be notified 
to appear before it at its business meeting on the day before 
the examination, when his case will receive due consideration. 
Under no circumstances will any such case be considered on the 
day of examination. 

“All must be present, on the day of examination, at roll 
eall, 9 a.m. After the roll has been called the doors will be 
locked. Any one detained by circumstances beyond his con- 
trol, such as a railway accident, will have the privilege of pre- 
senting his case to the board at a special meeting to be held 
immediately after roll call. Failure of any employer, or fel- 
low clerk, to relieve on time will not be considered as a valid 
excuse. 

“Any candidate having failed, and desiring to take another 
examination, must so notify the secretary at least five days be- 
fore said examination, otherwise he will not be admitted.” 

Address all communications to L. T. Hoy, secretary, Spring- 
field, Ill. 
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Ghe Drug and Chemical Market 


The prices quoted in this report are those current in the wholesale market, and higher prices are paid for retail lots, 


The quality of goods frequently necessitates a wide range of prices. 





Condition of Trade. 


New York, December 12, 1903. 
USINESS has been dull since our last, current 
trading being restricted to such quantities as 
are needed for immediate requirements. The policy of 
dealers is apparently to refrain from adding unneces- 
sarily to their stock assortments at this time. Season- 
able articles are, of course, in good demand, the gen- 
eral line of holiday goods moving very satisfactorily, 
but the inquiry for stock comes in a slow and indiffer- 
ent manner, the near approach of the end of the year 
and stock taking time, together with the market weak- 
ness, serving to prompt caution on the part of pros- 
pective buyers. In contrast with the general sluggish- 
ness of trade, the market is characterized by a strong 
undertone, the statistical position of supplies being 
such as to encourage holders in maintaining prices, 
though some interest has been imparted to a rather 
dull market by the announcement of a few important 
price changes. The advance in the price of refined 
camphor occasioned little comment, since it had been 
expected for some time, owing to the strong position 
of the crude gum; but the upward tendency of pepper- 
mint oil is not so easily explained. The decline in the 
price of cocaine is properly attributed to a correspond- 
ing weakness in the foreign markets, while opium has 
dropped a notch or two, owing to the efforts of holders 
to increase the trade volume, in view of a prolonged 
absence of demand. Alcohol has been advanced by 
the combination of producers, and nitrate of silver is 
lower, in sympathy with the metal. The principal 
changes of the period under review are noted in the 
subjoined table: 


HIGHER. LOWER. 
Alcohol, Opium, 
Camphor, Cocaine hydrochloride, 
Peppermint oil, Menthol, 
Balsam fir, Canada, Cassia oil, 
Anise oil, Formaldehyde, 
Spearmint oil, Silver nitrate, 


Ergot, 
Bergamot oil, 
Celery seed, 
Colchicum seed, 


Citronella oil, 
Wormseed oil, 
Camphor oil, 
Cacao butter, 


Sassafras bark, Manna, 
Bloodroot, Juniper berries, 
Kava-kava root, Ipecac root, 


Aconite root, 

Cotton root bark, 
Sarsaparilla root, 
Balm of Gilead buds, 
Soap bark, 

Crude brimstone, 
Cascara sagrada. 


DRUGS, 

Alcohol is firmer and higher, the trust producers having ad- 
vanced their quotations to $2.46 to $2.48, as to quantity, gross. 

Aloin is rather quiet at the moment, but prices are main- 
tained with firmness at 36c to 38c, in view of the strong posi- 
tion cf the basic material. 

Arnica flowers continue in good jobbing demand, and quota- 
tions are maintained at the range of 9c to 10c, as to quality and 
quantity. 


Ilydrangea root, 
Sodium nitrate, 
Potassium chlorate, 
Cantharides, Chinese, 
Fenugreek seed. 





Balm of Gilead buds are given very little consideration, and 
this lack of demand coupled with recent stock accessions has 
influenced a decline to 40c. 


Balsam copaiba is passing out actively into consuming 
channels at unchanged prices, the range for Central American 
gency to realize below $1.07% to $1.10. 


Balsam fir, Canada, is firmer and higher owing to scarcity, 
the small available supply being held at $3.25 to $3.60, this 
price representing an advance of 10c over previous quotations. 


Balsam Peru remains quiet, but there is seemingly no ur- 
gency to realize below $1.0714 to $1.70. 


Balsam tolu is held and selling in a small way at 26c to 
28¢e, which represents the popular jobbing quotation. 


Barks.—Angostura is extremely scarce, but there is no de- 
mand to speak of, and quotations are stationary at 30c to 35c, 
as to quality and quantity. Cascara sagrada has fluctuated 
slightly since our last, having marked a fraction] advance 
shortly after we went to press with the previous issue, but re- 
cent arrivals of new stock have served to ease the market, and 
sales have been made during the interval at 14c, and even a 
shade under. Elm, select in bundles, is scarce, and wanted with 
35¢e now quoted. Sassafras has developed increased firmness, 
and quotations show an appreciation to 7c, the inside price for 
quantity. Soap is easier in the face of new stock arrivals, and 
whole offers at 514c to 5%4e. 


Burgundy pitch is in small stock and firmer, though there 
is little inquiry at the moment, and sales are unimportant at 
2%c to 3c. 


Cacao butter is held with more firmness, in view of the ad- 
vancing tendency abroad, recent sales of bulk being at 28c to 
2814c, while 33c to 34c is named for the leading brand in 12-lb. 
boxes. 


Caffeine is irregular and unsettled, and quotations vary from 
$2.50 to $2.65, as to quantity. 


Cantharides, Chinese, show more activity and prices are 
fractionally higher, the revised quotations being 38c to 40c, as 
to quantity. : 


Cocaine has further declined in the interval, the revised 
quotation from manufacturers showing a reduction of 25c per 
0z., $3.50 to $3.75 being now named, as to quantity. The de- 
cline is attributed to the prevailing weakness in foreign 
markets. 


Codliver oil continues scarce and wanted. Only a hand to 
mouth business is reported at the present wide range of $115.00 
to $145.00 for Norwegian, as to brand, quantity and seller. A 
note ow another page having reference to some developments 
growing out of the present scarcity of oil will attract the in- 
terested attention of dealers. 


Cubeb berries show increased firmness and several large 
transactions were reported before the close at 7%4c to 8c, though 
8c is now an inside ,quotation, with up to 9c named for sifted 
and stemless. Powdered is firmly maintained at 10c to 13c, as 
to quality and quantity. 


Cuttlefish bone is held and selling in a small way at 15c for 
prime Trieste. 

Ergot, notwithstanding increased firmness in London, has 
offered here during the past week with considerable freedom, 
and our quotations show a decline to 37c, while some dealers 
are naming 36c to 38c. 

Formaldehyde refiecis the influence of competition from 
a new maker, who has cut the price to 13¢c and caused a general 
reduction to 13\%c to 14¢ for 40 per cent., as to quantity and 
seller. 

Juniper berries, of the new crop, are now on the market, and 
stock generally is offered with more freedom at a slight decline 
from prices, or, say, 214¢c to 2\4c, as to quantity. 

Lycopodium has eased off a trifle in the interval, recent 
arrivals having caused a slightly easier feeling, and 56%4c is 
now named for unlabeled. Pollitz is scarce and held at 57¢ 
to 57%4e. 

Manna, small flake, reflects the influence of competition 
among holders and is weak and unsettled at 32c to 34c; large 
flake is in light supply and held with more firmness. 
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Menthol is irregular and unsettled and business has been 
done during the interval down to $5.25, though some holders 
decline to shade $5.35, and $5.40 is wanted by others. The low 
inside figure is not openly quoted. 


Opium has shown an easier tendency since our last, and quo- 
tations have again been reduced. Importers are now willing to 
accept $2.971%4 to $3.00 for original packages, but the conces- 
sion does not appear to have had any stimulating effect upon 
trade, and the tone of the market remains easy in spite of 
stronger advices from primary sources. Some business is re- 
ported in broken lots at $3.02%4 to $3.05, and $3.55 to $3.65 is 
now named for powdered, which is selling in a small jobbing 
way at this range. ‘The demand is of a hesitating character, 
prospective buyers apparently holding off in anticipation of a 
further reduction. 


Quinine has developed no new features of interest since our 
last. The jobbing movement is limited in character and the 
consuming demand light, but manufacturers’ prices are, firmly 
maintained on the basis of 25c for bulk in 100-o0z. tins. . While 
the statistical position of the article is regarded as favorable 
to higher prices, the impression seems ‘to prevail that a change 
toward a lower range would be more likely to happen, all fac- 
tors being taken into consideration. 


Saffron, American, is firmer, owing to slight scarcity, and 
several large parcels have changed hands during the interval 
at 45c. An early advance is among the probabilities. “Spanish 
shows an upward tendency in sympathy with reports from 
Valencia; sales at $8.00 to $9.00. 


Saw palmetto berries are offered more freely, and it is in- 
timated in some quarters that 8c could be shaded on a firm bid. 


Vanillin is firmer, but not quotably higher, the ruling prices 
being 55c to 65c, as to quantity. 


Wax, bees’, is held with more firmness in consequence of the 
advancing tendency at producing points, and the sales of ordi- 
nary pure and selected during the interval were at 30c to 31c 
and ac and 338c, respectively. 


CHEMICALS, 


. fl . . 
Aceti¢ acid prices show no change and the market is steady 
with most of next year’s contracts already placed. 


Alum is maintained with considerable firmness, though prices 
show no change from 1.75c to 1.80c for lump, 1.85¢ to 1.90¢ for 
ground, and 3c and up for powdered: 


Arsenic, white, is firmer, with English on the spot held at 
344c to 3%. 


Bleaching powder is quoted by the General Chemical Com- 
pany at 1.20c for English and 1.15¢c for German for next year’s 
contracts, while others adhere to the old quotation of 1.25c. 


Blue vitriol remains quiet and quotations show a revision 
to the lower range of 4%c to 5c, as to quantity. 


Brimstone, crude, is in better supply and easier at $22.50 to 
75. e 


Chlorate of potash, powdered, is firmer and generally higher, 
the appreciation being of a temporary nature caused by the 
recent destruction by fire of some 800 kegs. The previous range 
of 74%4c to 7i4c is still named for stock ordered for future 
delivery. 


Citric acid is held at lower prices, some dealers cutting the 
contract price of 32c to 32%4c, as to quantity, %c to 1c under 
these figures being named in instances. 


Cream of tartar is well sustained and selling freely at 24%4c 
to 25c, as to quantity and holder. 


Nitrate of silver prices have been lowered by the manu- 
facturers to the range of 36c to 3914c, as to quantity in sym- 
pathy with a decline in the value of metal. 


Nitrate of soda is firmer, owing to temporary scarcity, and 
$2.25 appears to be the lowest open quotations for spot goods; 
to arrive quoted $2.071%4 to $2.10. 


Prussiate of potash, yellow, is under better control, and 15c 
is now generally named. 


Tannic acid shows an advancing tendency, but previous 
quotations are still named, commercial being held at 30c¢ to 
35¢c, and crystals at 50c to 55c, as to quantity. 


ESSENTIAL OILS. 


Anise is firmer, and the spot quotation has been marked up 
to $1.12%. China cables show an advance in primary markets 
to 4s. 4d. to 4s. 6d., and the London quotation has been marked 
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up to 4s. 9d. Conditions at primary sources of supply do not 
appear to warrant any advance at this time. 


Bergamot is finding a moderate jobbing outlet, but prices 
show a decline to $1.75 to $1.95, owing to some pressure to real- 
ize on old stock before the arrival of new crop oil. 


Camphor has developed considerable strength in conse- 
quence of scarcity coupled with increased demand. After sev- 
eral large sales at 8c, the market at the close advanced tu 9¢ 
to 94e. 


Cassia has weakened a trifle in the interval, and business 
has been done at 72\4c to 75c for 75 and 80 per cent. grades. 


Citronella shows a stronger tendency, and strictly prime 
quality is now held at 23c and 23%c to 24¢ for drums and cans, 
respectively. 


Coriander is notably firmer as a result of adverse crop re- 
ports affecting the seed. A somewhat extreme range of values 
prevails, sales making in some instances at $5.25 to $5.50, while 
$6.50 to $6.75 is quoted in other quarters. 


Lavender, oil of the flowers, is offered with some reserve on 
account of scarcity of ed raw material; $1.25 is the general 


asking price. 


Peppermint has developed increased firmness, and no prime 
quality is now obtainable at under $2.65, with ty to $2.75 named 
for bulk; H. G. H. has been advanced to $3.25. 


Sassafras maintains its firm position, and the sales of natu- 
ral during the interval have been at 45c to 52\%c, and of artifi- 
cial at 29¢ to 30c. 


Spearmint shows n@ action” of any consequence, but the 
price is maintained at $4.00 to $4.25, as to quantity and holder. 


Wintergreen, natural, is searce and firm, most holders now 
quoting $2.00 to $2.20; synthetic is also held with firmness at 
88c to 40c. 


Wormseed is firmer, owing to scarcity, and quotations have 
been advanced to $1.50 to $1.60, as to quantity and seller. 


Wormwood is in more liberal receipt, and sales are making 
at $2.25 to $3.30, as to quantity. 


GUMS. 


Druggists’ gums of nearly all descriptions continue in fair- 
ly active demand, and the market generally is characterized 
by firmness. Aside, however, from an advance of 1c per Ib. in 
the price of camphor no developments of special interest are to 
be noted. 


ROOTS. 


Aconite offers more freely, owing to numerous recent ar- 
rivals; quoted 9c to 10e. 


Blood is firmer, owing to scarcity, and recent sales were 
at 16c. No new crop can make its appearance until spring. 


Dandelion, German, is in better supply and values are 
easier at 91%4c to 10c. 


Elecampane is not over plentiful, but prices show no marked 
advance, 544c being named at producing points. 


Kava-kava is in light supply and held with marked firmness 
at the range of 12c to 15c. 


Golden seal is meeting with a fair inquiry, and sales are 
reported at 75c. 

Hydrangea is scarce and holders are firmer in their views 
at 514¢. 

Ipecac is quiet and easier to the extent that quotations have 
been reduced to $1.35 to $1.45 for Rio; Carthagena held at $1.15 
to $1.20. 


Mandrake continues in limited supply and nothing is now 
openly quoted below 11c. 


Sarsaparilla, Mexican, is easier under the influence of more 
liberal supplies and competition among dealers; quoted, 11c to 
12¢. 


SEEDS. 
Colchicum has developed an easier feeling and recent sales 
were at 40c to 45c. 
Coriander is advancing in the primary markets, owing to 
scarcity, and values here are well sustained at 3%c to 3%c 
for natural and 3%c to 4c for bleached, as to quantity. 


Fenugreek is held with more firmness, owing to scarcity, the 
quotation at the close being at 2c to 2\4c. 








The Port of Barcelona. 


[Written for the American Druggist.] 


THE DRUG TRADE IN BARCELONA. 
By CarLos Moyst, 
Barcelona, Spain. 


ARCELONA is probably the most enterprising seaport on 
B the Spanish coast, and through its commerce is in touch 
with all parts of the world. This city is the seat of the 
most important factories in Spain for the manufacture of tex- 
tile fabrics generally, and these factories are large consumers 
of dye stuffs and chemicals, nearly all of which are imported 
from various foreign countries, Germany furnishing the larger 
share. 

I believe that the United States, with all the wonderful pro- 
ductive force which that great country has, has a right to and 
should secure a very considerable share of this business. To do 
so, however, the merchants of the United States must adopt to 
a certain extent at least those methods which have proven so 
successful among German manufacturers—namely, establish 
branch houses and carry stocks of their goods for prompt de- 
livery. In view of the excellence of the products of the Ger- 
man houses and of their carrying their goods in stock on the 
spot, it would be difficult for the American manufacturer to 
successfully compete with them without also having bis goods 
as easily accessible as are the German goods. 

That the trade is well worth having, and is growing rapid- 
ly, is shown by the fact that during 1900 there were imported 
into the kingdom of Spain drugs and chemicals amounting to 
$10,905,731 in value. In 1901 the value of these imports rose to 
$11,618,644, and in 1902 showed the very large increase to $13,- 
274,894. 

3arcelona is an attractive city both in an architectural and 
a social aspect. It is the seat of a large university dating back 
to the Middle Ages, and which has a very high standing in the 
field of letters. Its merchants bear an excellent reputation, and 
several of the houses dealing in drugs and chemicals conduct 
very large establishments, among the more notable of which 
are the houses of Vicente Ferrer & Co. and Hijos Jose Vidal y 
Ribas. 


[Written for the Amcrican Druggyist.] 


PHARMACY IN BRITISH INDIA. 
By Freperic 8. MASON. 
Member of the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain 


HE “ Medical Halls,” as drug stores are called in British In- 

+ dia, are generally the property of native physicians, whose 

brothers or relatives usually act as compounders or dis- 
pensers. ‘The business is generally almost entirely dependent on 
the practice of the physician, who gives his consultations in or 
behind the drug store. This custom the Indians have inherited 
from the canny Scotch doctors in the last century, who estab- 
lished Medical Halls in the large cities, and the consequence of 
this system is, that Medical Halls are about as common as 
saloons on the Bowery. 

Occasionally some bright graduate in medicine from an 
Indian university may have been able to create a large con- 
nection; but at his death or removal, the business usually falls 
off, but the Medical Hall still remains, and dismal sights these 
relics are; the windows black and grimy, the stock bottles 
coated with dirt, and the slime of 20 or 30 years only hidden 
by the accumulation of dust and mildew. 


NATIVES LARGE CONSUMERS OF DRUGS. 


Withal the educated and well to do natives in the larger 
towns are enormous consumers of drugs, and spend quite a 
large proportion of their earnings in physicking themselves, but 
it must not be supposed that the drug habit has permeated 
the 300,000,000 of inhabitants of Burmah and Hindustan. There 
are some six or seven European druggists scattered about the 
country, who do a fair and remunerative but diminishing busi- 
ness with the European officials and military, but the vast ma- 
jority of drugs sold and prescriptions filled by the native drug- 
gists are handled either at cost or at a mere fraction over cost, 
where they are not actually thrown in with medical advice. 


CHEAP PRICES PREVAIL. 


There is no great distinction made between the wholesale 
and retail business in India. The price of one bottle of a popu- 
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lar proprietary medicine is often. the same as the rate charged 
in gross or even 10-gross lots. This will be understood to some 
extent tvhen we know that the expenses of carrying on business 
are small. The help consists generally of the male members 
of the family, and as an ordinary Hindoo or Mohammedan 
family eat little else but rice, 4 to 6 cents per day is rather an 
extravagant estimate of the actual cost of living per capita, in 
even well to do families. A wealthy pharmacist may spend a 
considerable amount at marriage feasts (sometimes even thou- 
sands of dollars), or on the funeral rites of his father; he will 
indulge in a variety of legitimate or illegitimate female com- 
panions, and he will also spend a considerable amount on oil 
for anointing the body and greasing his hair. But he will 
spend but little on his table or on his medicines, except for oils 
for anointing the body. In the United States large sums are 
spent on advertising pills, sarsaparillas, emulsions, ete., but our 
Hindoo advertiser knows better, and caters to the millions who 
will spend money for anointing the body and scenting the 
hair. These oils have, according to the advertisements, mar- 
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earlier or later than anticipated, and several lots arriving at the 
same time, some importers are unable to take up their drafts 
(for goods are only sold against payment of draft). The 
bunnias, or money lenders, not having been paid for old stand- 
ing accounts, will not advance more money. ‘The result is that 
some one or two of these merchants, in order not to dishonor 
their signatures, will sell goods at a loss of from 1 to 5 per 
cent., often the very goods they are importing, but of which they 
have still supplies in their go-downs or warehouses. This be- 
comes known, and, therefore, the goods sold below cost make 
what is called the “ market price,” and in order that the buyer 
shall not get the reputation of being cheaper than his com- 
petitors, all of his competitors will foolishly sell at the same 
price, so that popular lines, such as carbelic acid, ammonia 
and proprietary articles which bave a large sale, are sold at 
about.cost price, or, at most, 1 or 2 per cent. over cost price. 
LARGE STOCKS CARRIED IN GO-DOWNS. 


It would astonish the druggists in this country to visit the 





The Chandni Chawk, or Silver Market Street. in Delhi, India. The Cart Stands at the Door of a Native I’harmacy 


velous attributes, curing all sorts of aches and pains, and ren- 
dering the users eternally youthful and beautiful. 


PROPRIETARIES SOLD BELOW cosT! 


Cost of living being so little, trade in drugs has become with 
Indian druggists of wealth almost a pastime, something like 
gambling in stocks, and from my 19 years’ experience in the 
bazaars, I can truthfully say that I have never found any 
popular proprietary article sold at more than cost: generally 
they are sold below cost. My readers wiii think that this is 
a rather mad statement, and, therefore, it is necessary to ex- 
plain a little further. The ‘ market price,” as it is called, de- 
pends, of course, upon the amount of stocks actually in the 
country, and the quantity of stocks held is a secret jealously 
guarded by each importer. so that one never knows the actual 
amount on hand. ‘The idea of importing these nonprofitable 
articles is that some day (and it probably occurs sometimes, but 
I never knew it), the market will be “short,” and then the 
holders of stocks will be able to make a large profit. The season 
for the up-country buyers to visit the large centers, such as Cal- 
cutta, Bombay, Madras and Rangoon, is in the fall. and their 
purchases vary considerably, according to the crops, so that the 
wholesalers always lay in large supplies months ahead. We 
should call them bad business men, because what I am about 
to assert occurs over and over again. Suppose that some 40 
or 50 wholesale drug merchants in Calcutta import several 
popular sellers. The goods may arrive a week or a month 


vast go-downs owned by the big dealers who have miserable 
little dens which pass for drug stores. sometimes not over 6 
feet square. These warehouses often contain from $50,000 to 
$100,000 of proprietary medicines and drugs. , The indifference 
of these large buyers to profit or loss strikes one at first as 
most extraordinary, but it is due to the gambling instinct and 
the conditions of severe competition which I have explained. 
MARKET CONDITIONS IN CALCUTTA. 

In the last 20 years the Calcutta market for drugs, which 
was previously in the hands of the Bengalis, has been very 
much cut up by the invasion of “ Deliwallas,” or Mohammedan 
dealers, from up-country, who have connections in the small 
native States, and supply merchants traveling into far Bok- 
hara, Afghanistan, Tibet and even the Shan cities. These men 
usually have no money: being Mohammedans, they are not 
allowed to practice usury, their custom being to borrow for 
short periods from the money lending class of Hindoos. Cal- 
cutta is now the cheapest market in India, because of the severe 
competition which their advent in the Calcutta market has 
produced, 


BUNNIAS CONTROL THE BOMBAY TRADE. 


Bombay, owing to the severity of the plague for the last ten 
years, has very much fallen off as a drug market, but the con- 
ditions of competition are almost as acute as in Caleutta. The 
business there, however, is in the hands of the money lending 
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Bunnia class themselves, and a few Parsees or fire worshipers. 
Another money lending class holds the drug trade in Madras. 
They are Chetties, or Soukars, who are a terrible set of people 
to do business with,. being a rather low caste people, whose 
ideas of commercial morality have reached the lowest ebb. 

In Rangoon and Mandalay in Burmah, the conditions used 
to be somewhat better than in India proper, and some Eurasian 
and Portuguese dispensers still hold a fair position and have 
attained, in a few cases, affluence, but the wily Deliwallas, 
Bengalis and Chetties are invading the land of the Gilded 
Pagodas, and even here the field is not open to the American 
pharmacists, whom I would recommend to visit these countries 
only when they have money to spend for a pleasure trip. 





AMERICAN TRADE AND ENTERPRISE. IN 
GUATEMALA. 
By ALFRED A. WINSLOW, 
United States Consul-General, Guatemala City, Guatemala. 
IMPORTS FROM THE UNITED STATES. 


The United States is more than holding its own in the race 
for the imports of this Republic, which, it may be said, are gen- 
erally decreasing, because of the hard times through which the 
country is passing. Large quantities of groceries, flour, pota- 
toes, shoes, dry goods, and clothing come from the United 
States, but Germany and England seem to have the lead in 
machinery and hardware. There is surely a, fine opening in 
these latter lines for our exporters, but they must be in position 
to push their goods personally, to give longer credits, and to 
take more pains with packing. 


PACKING. 


This is a very important matter for our exporters to study. 
Goods must be well packed that there may be as little loss in 
shipping as possible, and this packing should be as light as pos- 
sible consistent with the safety of the goods, since the same duty 
is charged per pound on the case or box as is charged on the 
contents. So it is plain to be seen that the lightest of woods 
should be used, aud instead of using too heavy or thick boards 
more band iron to strengthen the corners and edges should be 
used. 

The Eurepean shipper has the packing question down to a 
finer point than the American shipper, but I am glad to say the 
American is improving, and with more study and care will win. 
It is one of the principal things to overcome in our conquest of 
the Central and South American markets. 


TARIFF. 


As emphasizing the necessity for scientific packing, I invite 
the attenton of our exporters to the tariff of this Republic, 
which indirectly often works to an almost prohibitive degree 
when heavy packing is resorted to. 

The duties in this country are either levied on the gross 
weight or on each article; there is no ad valorem duty. During 
the past year’ by a decree of the authorities of Guatemala the 
rate of duty collected has been increased about 50 per cent. 
Since most of the duties are collected on gross weight the ques- 
tion of packing is a big item which the American exporter does 
not generally take into account, to the detriment of his future 
business with these people. As said before, everything for this 
country should be thoroughly packed, but with as light material 
as possible, and not in too large cases. The English and Ger- 
man importers excel our merchants and manufacturers in this. 


AMERICAN 


There is quite a large amount of American capital invested 
in this Republic, and in the main it is earning very good returns. 
notwithstanding the business depression, for American push 
wins where others fail. All the railway interests in this coun- 
try are American, and much is invested in plantations and other 
interests—such as mining and lumbering. In all, it is safe to 
say, there are $8,000,000 of American capital invested in Gua- 
temala, and there is an opening for much more, if it is backed 
by the right kind of management. 


ENTERPRISES. 





American Goods in Norway. 


Harry Berdewida, Consul-General of the United States of 
Christiana, Norway, in a recent Consular report, says: “ Direct 
American trade with Norway should prevail wherever such 
trade is possible. Bringing the producer and the consumer 
face to face saves much cost absorbed by middlemen, trans- 
shipments, etc. . American chemicals, drugs, drug- 
gists’ sundries and patent medicines have been introduced 
in this market to some extent. The patent medicines 
are received with distrust by the medical profession, and strong 


So 
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efforts are being made to have a stringent law passed regard- 
ing their importation by the trade and by individuals for private 
use.” 





CIMMERCIAL REPRESENTATIVES FOR THE 
ORIENT. 


By J. F. MonaGHan, 
United States Consul, Chemnitz, Germany. 

It is probably not a very difficult task to find German man- 
ufacturers who are not enthusiastic about the Oriental trade for 
the reason that they have, at one time or other, suffered losses 
through being made victims of unscrupulous Eastern agents 
who wWheedled them into business transactions by misrepresen- 
tations and chicanery. Sometimes, probably, the real blame 
must be attached to the manufacturer for having permitted 
himself to be an easy mark and for not inquiring into the 
standing and reputation of the man with whom he was to deal. 
Yet it must be conceded, in view of the past experience of ex- 
porters who have done business with the East, that the choice 
of reliable commercial representatives is by no means an easy 
undertaking. The necessity of having a trade representative 
in the Orient cannot be questioned. Even in cases where busi- 
ness is done directly with firms, it is said to be advisable to 
employ a representative at the same time. There are qa. thou- 
sand and one things which require attention, and which cannot 
be properly attended to by long distance correspondence. 

In a recent article in the Austro-Hungarian Export Re- 
view, the question of the selection of commercial representa- 
tives for the Orient is dwelt upon, and many valuable sugges- 
tions given for the exporter interested in the Hastern trade.’ 

Just what sort of a representative it may be politic for a 
European firm to engage depends largely upon the nature of 
the goods in which business is to be done. If a business is to be 
conducted upon a wholesale plan it is wisest to attempt to en- 
gage a “ big representative,” who has been in the business for a 
long time, and can show unmistakable proof of honesty and 
business integrity. Generally it is difficult to engage such firms, 
because very frequently they are already in the service of some 
prominent competitor who came first upon the field. Then also 
they are, as a rule, crowded with work, as men with unblem- 
ished reputations who are capable of running a large whole- 
sale business in the Orient for a European exporter are rare 
and cannot be picked up every day. But it is said that though 
these big representatives may be reluctant to undertake any 
more European business, if they can be prevailed upon to do so 
great confidence may be placed in the results. Business may 
pick up but slowly at first, but there is no need to worry about 
the execution of contracts. 

In case of articles which are to be pushed in the markets 
upon a small scale, and mainly in the retail trade, the engage- 
ment of some smaller representative is said to be advisable. It 
is especially in such cases that great circumspection is neces- 
sary in making a choice. While it may be comparatively easy 
to choose a reliable agent among the largest firms of the place, 
this is not the case where smaller firms are under considera- 
tion. Many of these have been upon the black list for years, 
yet manage to cover up their tracks so shrewdly that the un- 
suspecting are easy prey, and even the most circumspect tread 
on dangerous ground. If great care is taken one may find a 
firm of’ young men who are reliable, enterprising and ener- 
getic. 

These facts. as they are disclosed in the Export Review 
already referred to, ought to be sufficiently plain to show that 
Oriental representatives cannot wisely be engaged through the 
mails and without the most scrutinizing investigation. To 
strike a choice among those who offer themselves through cor- 
respondence is the hight of folly, unless they are in a position 
to produce indisputable evidence of their responsibility and in- 
tegrity, preferably guaranteed by some well-known and proin- 
inent Eastern firm which has consented to act as a sort of pro- 
tector. ; 

Under date of August 18, 1903, I submitted a report upor 
the opportunities for exporting American hosiery to the Orient 
by way of Germany, and called attention to the intelligence 
of the Oriental buyer in matters pertaining to his business and 
the thoroughness of his knowledge of textiles and textile prices. 
The Eastern buyer is known to possess unusual natural keen- 
ness and business ability, and where he combines with this a 
bent to trickery and sharp practice he becomes a dangerous 
man to deal with through long distance correspondence. For 
this reason the facts here presented cannot be too seriously 
taken to heart by American exporters to the East who are new 
in the field, and who desire to shield themselves from loss. 





1The term ‘“ Orient” is generally used in German papers in a 
narrow sense, as confined to the immediate East or the Levant, though 
the points here brought out apply equally well to the far East. 








